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Monday, June 14th  

Psalm 77 Voce mea ad Dominum 

 

1 I will cry aloud to God; * 

I will cry aloud, and he will hear me. 

 

2 In the day of my trouble I sought the Lord; * 

my hands were stretched out by night and did not tire; 

I refused to be comforted. 

 

3 I think of God, I am restless, * 

I ponder, and my spirit faints. 

 

4 You will not let my eyelids close; * 

I am troubled and I cannot speak. 

 

5 I consider the days of old; * 

I remember the years long past; 

 

6 I commune with my heart in the night; * 

I ponder and search my mind. 

 

7 Will the Lord cast me off for ever? * 

will he no more show his favor? 

 

8 Has his loving-kindness come to an end for ever? * 

has his promise failed for evermore? 

 

9 Has God forgotten to be gracious? * 

has he, in his anger, withheld his compassion? 

 

10 And I said, "My grief is this: * 

the right hand of the Most High has lost its power." 

 

11 I will remember the works of the Lord, * 

and call to mind your wonders of old time. 

 

12 I will meditate on all your acts * 

and ponder your mighty deeds. 

 

13 Your way, O God, is holy; * 

who is so great a god as our God? 



14 You are the God who works wonders * 

and have declared your power among the peoples. 

 

15 By your strength you have redeemed your people, * 

the children of Jacob and Joseph. 

 

16 The waters saw you, O God; 

the waters saw you and trembled; * 

the very depths were shaken. 

 

17 The clouds poured out water; 

the skies thundered; * 

your arrows flashed to and fro; 

 

18 The sound of your thunder was in the whirlwind; 

your lightnings lit up the world; * 

the earth trembled and shook. 

 

19 Your way was in the sea, 

and your paths in the great waters, * 

yet your footsteps were not seen. 

 

20 You led your people like a flock * 

by the hand of Moses and Aaron. 

Psalm 79 Deus, venerunt 

 

1 O God, the heathen have come into your inheritance; 

they have profaned your holy temple; * 

they have made Jerusalem a heap of rubble. 

. 

2 They have given the bodies of your servants as food for the birds of the air, * 

and the flesh of your faithful ones to the beasts of the field. 

 

3 They have shed their blood like water on every side of Jerusalem, * 

and there was no one to bury them. 

 

4 We have become a reproach to our neighbors, * 

an object of scorn and derision to those around us. 

 

5 How long will you be angry, O Lord? * 

will your fury blaze like fire for ever? 

 

6 Pour out your wrath upon the heathen who have not known you * 

and upon the kingdoms that have not called upon your Name. 

 

7 For they have devoured Jacob * 

and made his dwelling a ruin. 

 

8 Remember not our past sins; 

let your compassion be swift to meet us; * 

for we have been brought very low. 



 

9 Help us, O God our Savior, for the glory of your Name; * 

deliver us and forgive us our sins, for your Name's sake. 

 

10 Why should the heathen say, "Where is their God?" * 

Let it be known among the heathen and in our sight 

that you avenge the shedding of your servants' blood. 

 

11 Let the sorrowful sighing of the prisoners come before you, * 

and by your great might spare those who are condemned to die. 

 

12 May the revilings with which they reviled you, O Lord, * 

return seven-fold into their bosoms. 

 

13 For we are your people and the sheep of your pasture; * 

we will give you thanks for ever 

and show forth your praise from age to age. 

1 Samuel 1:1-20 

There was a certain man of Ramathaim, a Zuphite from the hill country of Ephraim, whose name was Elkanah 

son of Jeroham son of Elihu son of Tohu son of Zuph, an Ephraimite. He had two wives; the name of one was 

Hannah, and the name of the other Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no children.  

Now this man used to go up year by year from his town to worship and to sacrifice to the Lord of hosts at 

Shiloh, where the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were priests of the Lord. On the day when Elkanah 

sacrificed, he would give portions to his wife Peninnah and to all her sons and daughters; but to Hannah he gave 

a double portion, because he loved her, though the Lord had closed her womb. Her rival used to provoke her 

severely, to irritate her, because the Lord had closed her womb. So it went on year after year; as often as she 

went up to the house of the Lord, she used to provoke her. Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat. Her 

husband Elkanah said to her, ‘Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you not eat? Why is your heart sad? Am I 

not more to you than ten sons?’  

After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented herself before the Lord. Now Eli the priest 

was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of the temple of the Lord. She was deeply distressed and prayed to 

the Lord, and wept bitterly. She made this vow: ‘O Lord of hosts, if only you will look on the misery of your 

servant, and remember me, and not forget your servant, but will give to your servant a male child, then I will set 

him before you as a nazirite until the day of his death. He shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants, and no razor 

shall touch his head.’  

As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth. Hannah was praying silently; only her lips 

moved, but her voice was not heard; therefore Eli thought she was drunk. So Eli said to her, ‘How long will you 

make a drunken spectacle of yourself? Put away your wine.’ But Hannah answered, ‘No, my lord, I am a 

woman deeply troubled; I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before 

the Lord. Do not regard your servant as a worthless woman, for I have been speaking out of my great anxiety 

and vexation all this time.’ Then Eli answered, ‘Go in peace; the God of Israel grant the petition you have made 

to him.’ And she said, ‘Let your servant find favour in your sight.’ Then the woman went to her quarters, ate 

and drank with her husband, and her countenance was sad no longer.  



They rose early in the morning and worshipped before the Lord; then they went back to their house at Ramah. 

Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and the Lord remembered her. In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. 

She named him Samuel, for she said, ‘I have asked him of the Lord.’  

Acts 1:1-14 

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until the day when 

he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had 

chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them 

over the course of forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered 

them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. ‘This’, he said, ‘is what you have 

heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 

now.’  

So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to 

Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ When he had said this, as they were watching, 

he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up towards 

heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking 

up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you 

saw him go into heaven.’  

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey 

away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, 

and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon 

the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with 

certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.  

Luke 20:9-19 

He began to tell the people this parable: ‘A man planted a vineyard, and leased it to tenants, and went to another 

country for a long time. When the season came, he sent a slave to the tenants in order that they might give him 

his share of the produce of the vineyard; but the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed. Next he 

sent another slave; that one also they beat and insulted and sent away empty-handed. And he sent yet a third; 

this one also they wounded and threw out. Then the owner of the vineyard said, “What shall I do? I will send 

my beloved son; perhaps they will respect him.” But when the tenants saw him, they discussed it among 

themselves and said, “This is the heir; let us kill him so that the inheritance may be ours.” So they threw him out 

of the vineyard and killed him. What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? He will come and destroy 

those tenants and give the vineyard to others.’ When they heard this, they said, ‘Heaven forbid!’ But he looked 

at them and said, ‘What then does this text mean: 

“The stone that the builders rejected 

   has become the cornerstone”?  

 

Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.’ When the 

scribes and chief priests realized that he had told this parable against them, they wanted to lay hands on him at 

that very hour, but they feared the people.  

 



TUESDAY, June 15th  

Psalm 78: Part II Quoties exacerbaverunt 

 

40 How often the people disobeyed him in the wilderness * 

and offended him in the desert! 

 

41 Again and again they tempted God * 

and provoked the Holy One of Israel. 

 

42 They did not remember his power * 

in the day when he ransomed them from the enemy; 

 

43 How he wrought his signs in Egypt * 

and his omens in the field of Zoan. 

 

44 He turned their rivers into blood, * 

so that they could not drink of their streams. 

 

45 He sent swarms of flies among them, which ate them up, * 

and frogs, which destroyed them. 

 

46 He gave their crops to the caterpillar, * 

the fruit of their toil to the locust. 

 

47 He killed their vines with hail * 

and their sycamores with frost. 

 

48 He delivered their cattle to hailstones * 

and their livestock to hot thunderbolts. 

49 He poured out upon them his blazing anger: * 

fury, indignation, and distress, a troop of destroying angels. 

 

50 He gave full rein to his anger; he did not spare their souls from death; * 

but delivered their lives to the plague. 

 

51 He struck down all the firstborn of Egypt, * 

the flower of manhood in the dwellings of Ham. 

 

52 He led out his people like sheep * 

and guided them in the wilderness like a flock. 

 

53 He led them to safety, and they were not afraid; * 

but the sea overwhelmed their enemies. 

 

54 He brought them to his holy land, * 

the mountain his right hand had won. 

 

55 He drove out the Canaanites before them and apportioned an inheritance to them by lot; * 

he made the tribes of Israel to dwell in their tents. 



 

56 But they tested the Most High God, and defied him, * 

and did not keep his commandments. 

 

57 They turned away and were disloyal like their fathers; * 

they were undependable like a warped bow. 

 

58 They grieved him with their hill-altars * 

and provoked his displeasure with their idols. 

 

59 When God heard this, he was angry * 

and utterly rejected Israel. 

 

60 He forsook the shrine at Shiloh, * 

the tabernacle where he had lived among his people. 

 

61 He delivered the ark into captivity, * 

his glory into the adversary's hand. 

 

62 He gave his people to the sword * 

and was angered against his inheritance. 

 

63 The fire consumed their young men; * 

there were no wedding songs for their maidens. 

 

64 Their priests fell by the sword, * 

and their widows made no lamentation. 

 

65 Then the Lord woke as though from sleep, * 

like a warrior refreshed with wine. 

 

66 He struck his enemies on the backside * 

and put them to perpetual shame. 

 

67 He rejected the tent of Joseph * 

and did not choose the tribe of Ephraim; 

 

68 He chose instead the tribe of Judah * 

and Mount Zion, which he loved. 

 

69 He built his sanctuary like the heights of heaven, * 

like the earth which he founded for ever. 

 

70 He chose David his servant, * 

and took him away from the sheepfolds. 

 

71 He brought him from following the ewes, * 

to be a shepherd over Jacob his people 

and over Israel his inheritance. 

 

72 So he shepherded them with a faithful and true heart * 

and guided them with the skillfulness of his hands. 



1 Samuel 1:21-2:11 

The man Elkanah and all his household went up to offer to the Lord the yearly sacrifice, and to pay his vow. But 

Hannah did not go up, for she said to her husband, ‘As soon as the child is weaned, I will bring him, that he may 

appear in the presence of the Lord, and remain there for ever; I will offer him as a nazirite for all time.’ Her 

husband Elkanah said to her, ‘Do what seems best to you, wait until you have weaned him; only—may the Lord 

establish his word.’ So the woman remained and nursed her son, until she weaned him. When she had weaned 

him, she took him up with her, along with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour, and a skin of wine. She 

brought him to the house of the Lord at Shiloh; and the child was young. Then they slaughtered the bull, and 

they brought the child to Eli. And she said, ‘Oh, my lord! As you live, my lord, I am the woman who was 

standing here in your presence, praying to the Lord. For this child I prayed; and the Lord has granted me the 

petition that I made to him. Therefore I have lent him to the Lord; as long as he lives, he is given to the Lord.’ 

She left him there for the Lord.  

Hannah prayed and said, 

‘My heart exults in the Lord; 

   my strength is exalted in my God. 

My mouth derides my enemies, 

   because I rejoice in my victory.  

‘There is no Holy One like the Lord, 

   no one besides you; 

   there is no Rock like our God.  

Talk no more so very proudly, 

   let not arrogance come from your mouth; 

for the Lord is a God of knowledge, 

   and by him actions are weighed.  

The bows of the mighty are broken, 

   but the feeble gird on strength.  

Those who were full have hired themselves out for bread, 

   but those who were hungry are fat with spoil. 

The barren has borne seven, 

   but she who has many children is forlorn.  

The Lord kills and brings to life; 

   he brings down to Sheol and raises up.  

The Lord makes poor and makes rich; 

   he brings low, he also exalts.  

He raises up the poor from the dust; 

   he lifts the needy from the ash heap, 

to make them sit with princes 

   and inherit a seat of honour. 

For the pillars of the earth are the Lord’s, 

   and on them he has set the world.  

‘He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, 

   but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness; 

   for not by might does one prevail.  

The Lord! His adversaries shall be shattered; 

   the Most High will thunder in heaven. 

The Lord will judge the ends of the earth; 



   he will give strength to his king, 

   and exalt the power of his anointed.’  

Then Elkanah went home to Ramah, while the boy remained to minister to the Lord, in the presence of the 

priest Eli.  

Acts 1:15-26 

In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one hundred and twenty 

people) and said, ‘Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold 

concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus— for he was numbered among us and was 

allotted his share in this ministry.’ (Now this man acquired a field with the reward of his wickedness; and 

falling headlong, he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. This became known to all the 

residents of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their language Hakeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) ‘For it 

is written in the book of Psalms, 

“Let his homestead become desolate, 

   and let there be no one to live in it”; 

and 

“Let another take his position of overseer.”  

So one of the men who have accompanied us throughout the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 

beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these must become a 

witness with us to his resurrection.’ So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as 

Justus, and Matthias. Then they prayed and said, ‘Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of 

these two you have chosen to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go 

to his own place.’ And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven 

apostles.  

Luke 20:19-26 

When the scribes and chief priests realized that he had told this parable against them, they wanted to lay hands 

on him at that very hour, but they feared the people.  

So they watched him and sent spies who pretended to be honest, in order to trap him by what he said, so as to 

hand him over to the jurisdiction and authority of the governor. So they asked him, ‘Teacher, we know that you 

are right in what you say and teach, and you show deference to no one, but teach the way of God in accordance 

with truth. Is it lawful for us to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?’ But he perceived their craftiness and said to 

them, ‘Show me a denarius. Whose head and whose title does it bear?’ They said, ‘The emperor’s.’ He said to 

them, ‘Then give to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.’ And 

they were not able in the presence of the people to trap him by what he said; and being amazed by his answer, 

they became silent.  

WEDNESDAY, June 16th  

Psalm 81 Exultate Deo 

 

1 Sing with joy to God our strength * 

and raise a loud shout to the God of Jacob. 

 

2 Raise a song and sound the timbrel, * 

the merry harp, and the lyre. 



 

3 Blow the ram's-horn at the new moon, * 

and at the full moon, the day of our feast. 

 

4 For this is a statute for Israel, * 

a law of the God of Jacob. 

 

5 He laid it as a solemn charge upon Joseph, * 

when he came out of the land of Egypt. 

 

6 I heard an unfamiliar voice saying, * 

"I eased his shoulder from the burden; 

his hands were set free from bearing the load." 

 

7 You called on me in trouble, and I saved you; * 

I answered you from the secret place of thunder 

and tested you at the waters of Meribah. 

 

8 Hear, O my people, and I will admonish you: * 

O Israel, if you would but listen to me! 

 

9 There shall be no strange god among you; * 

you shall not worship a foreign god. 

 

10 I am the Lord your God, 

who brought you out of the land of Egypt and said, * 

"Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it." 

 

11 And yet my people did not hear my voice, * 

and Israel would not obey me. 

 

12 So I gave them over to the stubbornness of their hearts, * 

to follow their own devices. 

13 Oh, that my people would listen to me! * 

that Israel would walk in my ways! 

 

14 I should soon subdue their enemies * 

and turn my hand against their foes. 

 

15 Those who hate the Lord would cringe before him, * 

and their punishment would last for ever. 

 

16 But Israel would I feed with the finest wheat * 

and satisfy him with honey from the rock. 

 

Psalm 82 Deus stetit 

 

1 God takes his stand in the council of heaven; * 

he gives judgment in the midst of the gods: 

 

 



2 "How long will you judge unjustly, * 

and show favor to the wicked? 

 

3 Save the weak and the orphan; * 

defend the humble and needy; 

 

4 Rescue the weak and the poor; * 

deliver them from the power of the wicked. 

 

5 They do not know, neither do they understand; 

they go about in darkness; * 

all the foundations of the earth are shaken. 

 

6 Now I say to you, 'You are gods, * 

and all of you children of the Most High; 

 

7 Nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, * 

and fall like any prince.'" 

8 Arise, O God, and rule the earth, * 

for you shall take all nations for your own. 

1 Samuel 2:12-26 

Now the sons of Eli were scoundrels; they had no regard for the Lord or for the duties of the priests to the 

people. When anyone offered sacrifice, the priest’s servant would come, while the meat was boiling, with a 

three-pronged fork in his hand, and he would thrust it into the pan, or kettle, or cauldron, or pot; all that the fork 

brought up the priest would take for himself. This is what they did at Shiloh to all the Israelites who came there. 

Moreover, before the fat was burned, the priest’s servant would come and say to the one who was sacrificing, 

‘Give meat for the priest to roast; for he will not accept boiled meat from you, but only raw.’ And if the man 

said to him, ‘Let them burn the fat first, and then take whatever you wish’, he would say, ‘No, you must give it 

now; if not, I will take it by force.’ Thus the sin of the young men was very great in the sight of the Lord; for 

they treated the offerings of the Lord with contempt.  

Samuel was ministering before the Lord, a boy wearing a linen ephod. His mother used to make for him a little 

robe and take it to him each year, when she went up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. Then Eli 

would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, ‘May the Lord repay you with children by this woman for the gift 

that she made to the Lord’; and then they would return to their home.  

And the Lord took note of Hannah; she conceived and bore three sons and two daughters. And the boy Samuel 

grew up in the presence of the Lord.  

Now Eli was very old. He heard all that his sons were doing to all Israel, and how they lay with the women who 

served at the entrance to the tent of meeting. He said to them, ‘Why do you do such things? For I hear of your 

evil dealings from all these people. No, my sons; it is not a good report that I hear the people of the Lord 

spreading abroad. If one person sins against another, someone can intercede for the sinner with the Lord; but if 

someone sins against the Lord, who can make intercession?’ But they would not listen to the voice of their 

father; for it was the will of the Lord to kill them.  

Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favour with the Lord and with the people.  



Acts 2:1-21 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there 

came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided 

tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the 

Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.  

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd 

gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed 

and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of 

us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 

Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 

visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them 

speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this 

mean?’ But others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’  

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and all who live in 

Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it 

is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:  

“In the last days it will be, God declares, 

that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

   and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

and your young men shall see visions, 

   and your old men shall dream dreams.  

Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

   in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 

     and they shall prophesy.  

And I will show portents in the heaven above 

   and signs on the earth below, 

     blood, and fire, and smoky mist.  

The sun shall be turned to darkness 

   and the moon to blood, 

     before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.  

Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”  

Luke 20:27-40 

Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to him and asked him a question, ‘Teacher, 

Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies, leaving a wife but no children, the man shall marry the widow 

and raise up children for his brother. Now there were seven brothers; the first married, and died childless; then 

the second and the third married her, and so in the same way all seven died childless. Finally the woman also 

died. In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had married her.’  

Jesus said to them, ‘Those who belong to this age marry and are given in marriage; but those who are 

considered worthy of a place in that age and in the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in 

marriage. Indeed they cannot die any more, because they are like angels and are children of God, being children 

of the resurrection. And the fact that the dead are raised Moses himself showed, in the story about the bush, 

where he speaks of the Lord as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. Now he is God 

not of the dead, but of the living; for to him all of them are alive.’ Then some of the scribes answered, ‘Teacher, 

you have spoken well.’ For they no longer dared to ask him another question.  



THURSDAY, June 17th  

 

Psalm 85 Benedixisti, Domine 

 

1 You have been gracious to your land, O Lord, * 

you have restored the good fortune of Jacob. 

 

2 You have forgiven the iniquity of your people * 

and blotted out all their sins. 

 

3 You have withdrawn all your fury * 

and turned yourself from your wrathful indignation. 

4 Restore us then, O God our Savior; * 

let your anger depart from us. 

 

5 Will you be displeased with us for ever? * 

will you prolong your anger from age to age? 

 

6 Will you not give us life again, * 

that your people may rejoice in you? 

 

7 Show us your mercy, O Lord, * 

and grant us your salvation. 

 

8 I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, * 

for he is speaking peace to his faithful people 

and to those who turn their hearts to him. 

 

9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, * 

that his glory may dwell in our land. 

 

10 Mercy and truth have met together; * 

righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

 

11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, * 

and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 

 

12 The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, * 

and our land will yield its increase. 

 

13 Righteousness shall go before him, * 

and peace shall be a pathway for his feet. 

 

 

 

 

 



Psalm 86 Inclina, Domine 

 

1 Bow down your ear, O Lord, and answer me, * 

for I am poor and in misery. 

2 Keep watch over my life, for I am faithful; * 

save your servant who puts his trust in you. 

 

3 Be merciful to me, O Lord, for you are my God; * 

I call upon you all the day long. 

 

4 Gladden the soul of your servant, * 

for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 

 

5 For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, * 

and great is your love toward all who call upon you. 

 

6 Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer, * 

and attend to the voice of my supplications. 

 

7 In the time of my trouble I will call upon you, * 

for you will answer me. 

 

8 Among the gods there is none like you, O Lord, * 

nor anything like your works. 

 

9 All nations you have made will come and worship you, O Lord, * 

and glorify your Name. 

 

10 For you are great; 

you do wondrous things; * 

and you alone are God. 

 

11 Teach me your way, O Lord, 

and I will walk in your truth; * 

knit my heart to you that I may fear your Name. 

 

12 I will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart, * 

and glorify your Name for evermore. 

 

13 For great is your love toward me; * 

you have delivered me from the nethermost Pit. 

14 The arrogant rise up against me, O God, 

and a band of violent men seeks my life; * 

they have not set you before their eyes. 

 

15 But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion, * 

slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth. 

 

16 Turn to me and have mercy upon me; * 

give your strength to your servant; 

and save the child of your handmaid. 



 

17 Show me a sign of your favor, 

so that those who hate me may see it and be ashamed; * 

because you, O Lord, have helped me and comforted me. 

1 Samuel 2:27-36 

A man of God came to Eli and said to him, ‘Thus the Lord has said, “I revealed myself to the family of your 

ancestor in Egypt when they were slaves to the house of Pharaoh. I chose him out of all the tribes of Israel to be 

my priest, to go up to my altar, to offer incense, to wear an ephod before me; and I gave to the family of your 

ancestor all my offerings by fire from the people of Israel. Why then look with greedy eye at my sacrifices and 

my offerings that I commanded, and honour your sons more than me by fattening yourselves on the choicest 

parts of every offering of my people Israel?” Therefore the Lord the God of Israel declares: “I promised that 

your family and the family of your ancestor should go in and out before me for ever”; but now the Lord 

declares: “Far be it from me; for those who honour me I will honour, and those who despise me shall be treated 

with contempt. See, a time is coming when I will cut off your strength and the strength of your ancestor’s 

family, so that no one in your family will live to old age. Then in distress you will look with greedy eye on all 

the prosperity that shall be bestowed upon Israel; and no one in your family shall ever live to old age. The only 

one of you whom I shall not cut off from my altar shall be spared to weep out his eyes and grieve his heart; all 

the members of your household shall die by the sword. The fate of your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, shall 

be the sign to you—both of them shall die on the same day. I will raise up for myself a faithful priest, who shall 

do according to what is in my heart and in my mind. I will build him a sure house, and he shall go in and out 

before my anointed one for ever. Everyone who is left in your family shall come to implore him for a piece of 

silver or a loaf of bread, and shall say, Please put me in one of the priest’s places, that I may eat a morsel of 

bread.” ’  

Acts 2:22-36 

‘You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds 

of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know— this man, handed 

over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of 

those outside the law. But God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible for him 

to be held in its power. For David says concerning him, 

“I saw the Lord always before me, 

   for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken;  

therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 

   moreover, my flesh will live in hope.  

For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 

   or let your Holy One experience corruption.  

You have made known to me the ways of life; 

   you will make me full of gladness with your presence.”  

‘Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and was buried, and his 

tomb is with us to this day. Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he 

would put one of his descendants on his throne. Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, 

saying, 

“He was not abandoned to Hades, 

   nor did his flesh experience corruption.”  

This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses. Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, 

and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you both see and 

hear. For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, 



“The Lord said to my Lord, 

‘Sit at my right hand,  

   until I make your enemies your footstool.’ ”  

Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this 

Jesus whom you crucified.’  

Luke 20:41-21:4 

Then he said to them, ‘How can they say that the Messiah is David’s son? For David himself says in the book of 

Psalms, 

“The Lord said to my Lord, 

‘Sit at my right hand,  

   until I make your enemies your footstool.’ ”  

David thus calls him Lord; so how can he be his son?’  

In the hearing of all the people he said to the disciples, ‘Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long 

robes, and love to be greeted with respect in the market-places, and to have the best seats in the synagogues and 

places of honour at banquets. They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say long prayers. 

They will receive the greater condemnation.’  

He looked up and saw rich people putting their gifts into the treasury; he also saw a poor widow put in two 

small copper coins. He said, ‘Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them; for all of them 

have contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in all she had to live on.’  

 


