
READINGS FOR EVENING PRAYER – Rite II 

FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 12th 

 

MONDAY THROUGH WEDNESDAY 

6:30 P.M. 

 

THURSDAY 

5:30 P.M. 

 

  

MONDAY, APRIL 12   
 

Psalm 4 Cum invocarem 

 

1 Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; * 

you set me free when I am hard-pressed; 

have mercy on me and hear my prayer. 

2 "You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; * 

how long will you worship dumb idols 

and run after false gods?" 

 

3 Know that the Lord does wonders for the faithful; * 

when I call upon the Lord, he will hear me. 

 

4 Tremble, then, and do not sin; * 

speak to your heart in silence upon your bed. 

 

5 Offer the appointed sacrifices * 

and put your trust in the Lord. 

 

6 Many are saying, "Oh, that we might see better times!" * 

Lift up the light of your countenance upon us, O Lord. 

 

7 You have put gladness in my heart, * 

more than when grain and wine and oil increase. 

 

8 I lie down in peace; at once I fall asleep; * 

for only you, Lord, make me dwell in safety. 

Psalm 7 Domine, Deus meus 

 

1 O Lord my God, I take refuge in you; * 

save and deliver me from all who pursue me; 

 

2 Lest like a lion they tear me in pieces * 

and snatch me away with none to deliver me. 

 



3 O Lord my God, if I have done these things: * 

if there is any wickedness in my hands,  

4 If I have repaid my friend with evil, * 

or plundered him who without cause is my enemy; 

 

5 Then let my enemy pursue and overtake me, * 

trample my life into the ground, 

and lay my honor in the dust. 

 

6 Stand up, O Lord, in your wrath; * 

rise up against the fury of my enemies. 

 

7 Awake, O my God, decree justice; * 

let the assembly of the peoples gather round you. 

 

8 Be seated on your lofty throne, O Most High; * 

O Lord, judge the nations. 

 

9 Give judgment for me according to my 

righteousness, O Lord, * 

and according to my innocence, O Most High. 

 

10 Let the malice of the wicked come to an end, 

but establish the righteous; * 

for you test the mind and heart, O righteous God. 

 

11 God is my shield and defense; * 

he is the savior of the true in heart. 

 

12 God is a righteous judge; * 

God sits in judgment every day. 

 

13 If they will not repent, God will whet his sword; * 

he will bend his bow and make it ready. 

 

14 He has prepared his weapons of death; * 

he makes his arrows shafts of fire. 

 

15 Look at those who are in labor with wickedness, * 

who conceive evil, and give birth to a lie. 

16 They dig a pit and make it deep * 

and fall into the hole that they have made. 

 

17 Their malice turns back upon their own head; * 

their violence falls on their own scalp. 

 

18 I will bear witness that the Lord is righteous; * 

I will praise the Name of the Lord Most High. 

 



Daniel 1:1-21 

In the third year of the reign of King Jehoiakim of Judah, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon came to Jerusalem 

and besieged it. The Lord let King Jehoiakim of Judah fall into his power, as well as some of the vessels of the 

house of God. These he brought to the land of Shinar, and placed the vessels in the treasury of his gods.  

Then the king commanded his palace master Ashpenaz to bring some of the Israelites of the royal family and of 

the nobility, young men without physical defect and handsome, versed in every branch of wisdom, endowed 

with knowledge and insight, and competent to serve in the king’s palace; they were to be taught the literature 

and language of the Chaldeans. The king assigned them a daily portion of the royal rations of food and wine. 

They were to be educated for three years, so that at the end of that time they could be stationed in the king’s 

court. Among them were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, from the tribe of Judah. The palace master 

gave them other names: Daniel he called Belteshazzar, Hananiah he called Shadrach, Mishael he called 

Meshach, and Azariah he called Abednego.  

But Daniel resolved that he would not defile himself with the royal rations of food and wine; so he asked the 

palace master to allow him not to defile himself. Now God allowed Daniel to receive favour and compassion 

from the palace master. The palace master said to Daniel, ‘I am afraid of my lord the king; he has appointed 

your food and your drink. If he should see you in poorer condition than the other young men of your own age, 

you would endanger my head with the king.’ Then Daniel asked the guard whom the palace master had 

appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: ‘Please test your servants for ten days. Let us be given 

vegetables to eat and water to drink. You can then compare our appearance with the appearance of the young 

men who eat the royal rations, and deal with your servants according to what you observe.’ So he agreed to this 

proposal and tested them for ten days. At the end of ten days it was observed that they appeared better and fatter 

than all the young men who had been eating the royal rations. So the guard continued to withdraw their royal 

rations and the wine they were to drink, and gave them vegetables. To these four young men God gave 

knowledge and skill in every aspect of literature and wisdom; Daniel also had insight into all visions and 

dreams.  

At the end of the time that the king had set for them to be brought in, the palace master brought them into the 

presence of Nebuchadnezzar, and the king spoke with them. And among them all, no one was found to compare 

with Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah; therefore they were stationed in the king’s court. In every matter 

of wisdom and understanding concerning which the king inquired of them, he found them ten times better than 

all the magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom. And Daniel continued there until the first year of King 

Cyrus.  

1 John 1:1-10 

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what 

we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— this life was revealed, and we 

have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to 

us— we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly 

our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy may 

be complete.  

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is no 

darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not 

do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and 

the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.  



John 17:1-11 

After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, ‘Father, the hour has come; glorify your 

Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to 

all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus 

Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, 

Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed.  

‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave 

them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for 

the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came 

from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the 

world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are 

mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I 

am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as 

we are one.  

 

TUESDAY, APRIL 13 

Psalm 10 Ut quid, Domine? 

 

1 Why do you stand so far off, O Lord, * 

and hide yourself in time of trouble? 

 

2 The wicked arrogantly persecute the poor, * 

but they are trapped in the schemes they have devised. 

 

3 The wicked boast of their heart's desire; * 

the covetous curse and revile the Lord. 

 

4 The wicked are so proud that they care not for God; * 

their only thought is, "God does not matter." 

5 Their ways are devious at all times; 

your judgments are far above out of their sight; * 

they defy all their enemies. 

 

6 They say in their heart, "I shall not be shaken; * 

no harm shall happen to me ever." 

 

7 Their mouth is full of cursing, deceit, and oppression; * 

under their tongue are mischief and wrong. 

 

8 They lurk in ambush in public squares 

and in secret places they murder the innocent; * 

they spy out the helpless. 

 

9 They lie in wait, like a lion in a covert; 

they lie in wait to seize upon the lowly; * 

they seize the lowly and drag them away in their net. 



 

10 The innocent are broken and humbled before them; * 

the helpless fall before their power. 

 

11 They say in their heart, "God has forgotten; * 

he hides his face; he will never notice." 

 

12 Rise up, O Lord; 

lift up your hand, O God; * 

do not forget the afflicted. 

 

13 Why should the wicked revile God? * 

why should they say in their heart, "You do not care"? 

 

14 Surely, you behold trouble and misery; * 

you see it and take it into your own hand. 

 

15 The helpless commit themselves to you, * 

for you are the helper of orphans. 

 

16 Break the power of the wicked and evil; * 

search out their wickedness until you find none. 

17 The Lord is King for ever and ever; * 

the ungodly shall perish from his land. 

 

18 The Lord will hear the desire of the humble; * 

you will strengthen their heart and your ears shall hear; 

 

19 To give justice to the orphan and oppressed, * 

so that mere mortals may strike terror no more. 

 

 

Psalm 11 In Domino confido 

 

1 In the Lord have I taken refuge; * 

how then can you say to me, 

"Fly away like a bird to the hilltop; 

 

2 For see how the wicked bend the bow 

and fit their arrows to the string, * 

to shoot from ambush at the true of heart. 

 

3 When the foundations are being destroyed, * 

what can the righteous do?" 

 

4 The Lord is in his holy temple; * 

the Lord's throne is in heaven. 

 

5 His eyes behold the inhabited world; * 

his piercing eye weighs our worth. 

 



6 The Lord weighs the righteous as well as the wicked, * 

but those who delight in violence he abhors. 

 

7 Upon the wicked he shall rain coals of fire and 

burning sulphur; * 

a scorching wind shall be their lot. 

 

8 For the Lord is righteous; 

he delights in righteous deeds; * 

and the just shall see his face. 

Daniel 2:1-16 

In the second year of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, Nebuchadnezzar dreamed such dreams that his spirit was 

troubled and his sleep left him. So the king commanded that the magicians, the enchanters, the sorcerers, and 

the Chaldeans be summoned to tell the king his dreams. When they came in and stood before the king, he said 

to them, ‘I have had such a dream that my spirit is troubled by the desire to understand it.’ The Chaldeans said 

to the king (in Aramaic), ‘O king, live for ever! Tell your servants the dream, and we will reveal the 

interpretation.’ The king answered the Chaldeans, ‘This is a public decree: if you do not tell me both the dream 

and its interpretation, you shall be torn limb from limb, and your houses shall be laid in ruins. But if you do tell 

me the dream and its interpretation, you shall receive from me gifts and rewards and great honour. Therefore 

tell me the dream and its interpretation.’ They answered a second time, ‘Let the king first tell his servants the 

dream, then we can give its interpretation.’ The king answered, ‘I know with certainty that you are trying to 

gain time, because you see I have firmly decreed: if you do not tell me the dream, there is but one verdict for 

you. You have agreed to speak lying and misleading words to me until things take a turn. Therefore, tell me the 

dream, and I shall know that you can give me its interpretation.’ The Chaldeans answered the king, ‘There is no 

one on earth who can reveal what the king demands! In fact no king, however great and powerful, has ever 

asked such a thing of any magician or enchanter or Chaldean. The thing that the king is asking is too difficult, 

and no one can reveal it to the king except the gods, whose dwelling is not with mortals.’  

Because of this the king flew into a violent rage and commanded that all the wise men of Babylon be destroyed. 

The decree was issued, and the wise men were about to be executed; and they looked for Daniel and his 

companions, to execute them. Then Daniel responded with prudence and discretion to Arioch, the king’s chief 

executioner, who had gone out to execute the wise men of Babylon; he asked Arioch, the royal official, ‘Why is 

the decree of the king so urgent?’ Arioch then explained the matter to Daniel. So Daniel went in and requested 

that the king give him time and he would tell the king the interpretation.  

1 John 2:1-11 

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an 

advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours 

only but also for the sins of the whole world.  

Now by this we may be sure that we know him, if we obey his commandments. Whoever says, ‘I have come to 

know him’, but does not obey his commandments, is a liar, and in such a person the truth does not exist; but 

whoever obeys his word, truly in this person the love of God has reached perfection. By this we may be sure 

that we are in him: whoever says, ‘I abide in him’, ought to walk just as he walked.  

Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment, but an old commandment that you have had from the 

beginning; the old commandment is the word that you have heard. Yet I am writing you a new commandment 

that is true in him and in you, because the darkness is passing away and the true light is already shining. 



Whoever says, ‘I am in the light’, while hating a brother or sister, is still in the darkness. Whoever loves a 

brother or sister lives in the light, and in such a person there is no cause for stumbling. But whoever hates 

another believer is in the darkness, walks in the darkness, and does not know the way to go, because the 

darkness has brought on blindness.  

John 17:12-19 

While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of 

them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to 

you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. I have 

given them your word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not 

belong to the world. I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the 

evil one. They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your 

word is truth. As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I 

sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.  

 

WEDNESDAY, ARPIL 14 

Psalm 12 Salvum me fac 

 

1 Help me, Lord, for there is no godly one left; * 

the faithful have vanished from among us. 

 

2 Everyone speaks falsely with his neighbor; * 

with a smooth tongue they speak from a double heart. 

 

3 Oh, that the Lord would cut off all smooth tongues, * 

and close the lips that utter proud boasts! 

 

4 Those who say, "With our tongue will we prevail; * 

our lips are our own; who is lord over us?" 

 

5 "Because the needy are oppressed, 

and the poor cry out in misery, " 

I will rise up," says the Lord, 

"and give them the help they long for." 

 

6 The words of the Lord are pure words, * 

like silver refined from ore 

and purified seven times in the fire. 

 

7 O Lord, watch over us * 

and save us from this generation for ever. 

 

8 The wicked prowl on every side, * 

and that which is worthless is highly prized by everyone. 

 

 

 



Psalm 13 Usquequo, Domine? 

 

1 How long, O Lord? 

will you forget me for ever? * 

how long will you hide your face from me? 

2 How long shall I have perplexity in my mind, 

and grief in my heart, day after day? * 

how long shall my enemy triumph over me? 

 

3 Look upon me and answer me, O Lord my God; * 

give light to my eyes, lest I sleep in death; 

 

4 Lest my enemy say, "I have prevailed over him," * 

and my foes rejoice that I have fallen. 

 

5 But I put my trust in your mercy; * 

my heart is joyful because of your saving help. 

 

6 I will sing to the Lord, for he has dealt with me richly; * 

I will praise the Name of the Lord Most High. 

   

 

Psalm 14 Dixit insipiens 

 

1 The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God." * 

All are corrupt and commit abominable acts; 

there is none who does any good. 

 

2 The Lord looks down from heaven upon us all, * 

to see if there is any who is wise, 

if there is one who seeks after God. 

 

3 Every one has proved faithless; 

all alike have turned bad; * 

there is none who does good; no, not one. 

 

4 Have they no knowledge, all those evildoers * 

who eat up my people like bread 

and do not call upon the Lord? 

 

5 See how they tremble with fear, * 

because God is in the company of the righteous. 

 

6 Their aim is to confound the plans of the afflicted, * 

but the Lord is their refuge. 

7 Oh, that Israel's deliverance would come out of Zion! * 

when the Lord restores the fortunes of his people, 

Jacob will rejoice and Israel be glad. 



Daniel 2:17-30 

Then Daniel went to his home and informed his companions, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, and told them to 

seek mercy from the God of heaven concerning this mystery, so that Daniel and his companions with the rest of 

the wise men of Babylon might not perish. Then the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision of the night, and 

Daniel blessed the God of heaven.  

Daniel said: 

‘Blessed be the name of God from age to age, 

   for wisdom and power are his.  

He changes times and seasons, 

   deposes kings and sets up kings; 

he gives wisdom to the wise 

   and knowledge to those who have understanding.  

He reveals deep and hidden things; 

   he knows what is in the darkness, 

   and light dwells with him.  

To you, O God of my ancestors, 

   I give thanks and praise, 

for you have given me wisdom and power, 

   and have now revealed to me what we asked of you, 

   for you have revealed to us what the king ordered.’  

Therefore Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to destroy the wise men of Babylon, and said to 

him, ‘Do not destroy the wise men of Babylon; bring me in before the king, and I will give the king the 

interpretation.’  

Then Arioch quickly brought Daniel before the king and said to him: ‘I have found among the exiles from 

Judah a man who can tell the king the interpretation.’ The king said to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, 

‘Are you able to tell me the dream that I have seen and its interpretation?’ Daniel answered the king, ‘No wise 

men, enchanters, magicians, or diviners can show to the king the mystery that the king is asking, but there is a 

God in heaven who reveals mysteries, and he has disclosed to King Nebuchadnezzar what will happen at the 

end of days. Your dream and the visions of your head as you lay in bed were these: To you, O king, as you lay 

in bed, came thoughts of what would be hereafter, and the revealer of mysteries disclosed to you what is to be. 

But as for me, this mystery has not been revealed to me because of any wisdom that I have more than any other 

living being, but in order that the interpretation may be known to the king and that you may understand the 

thoughts of your mind.  

1 John 2:12-17 

I am writing to you, little children, 

   because your sins are forgiven on account of his name.  

I am writing to you, fathers, 

   because you know him who is from the beginning. 

I am writing to you, young people, 

   because you have conquered the evil one.  

I write to you, children, 

   because you know the Father. 

I write to you, fathers, 

   because you know him who is from the beginning. 

I write to you, young people, 

   because you are strong 



   and the word of God abides in you, 

     and you have overcome the evil one.  

Do not love the world or the things in the world. The love of the Father is not in those who love the world; for 

all that is in the world—the desire of the flesh, the desire of the eyes, the pride in riches—comes not from the 

Father but from the world. And the world and its desire are passing away, but those who do the will of God live 

for ever.  

John 17:20-26 

‘I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through their word, that 

they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may 

believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as 

we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the world may know that 

you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you 

have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved me 

before the foundation of the world.  

‘Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know that you have sent me. I made 

your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the love with which you have loved me may be in 

them, and I in them.’  

THURSDAY, APRIL 15  -  5:30 p.m. 

 

Psalm 18: Part II Et retribuet mihi 

 

21 The Lord rewarded me because of my righteous dealing; * 

because my hands were clean he rewarded me; 

 

22 For I have kept the ways of the Lord * 

and have not offended against my God; 

 

23 For all his judgments are before my eyes, * 

and his decrees I have not put away from me; 

 

24 For I have been blameless with him * 

and have kept myself from iniquity; 

 

25 Therefore the Lord rewarded me according to my 

righteous dealing, * 

because of the cleanness of my hands in his sight. 

 

26 With the faithful you show yourself faithful, O God; * 

with the forthright you show yourself forthright. 

 

27 With the pure you show yourself pure, * 

but with the crooked you are wily. 

 

28 You will save a lowly people, * 

but you will humble the haughty eyes. 



 

29 You, O Lord, are my lamp; * 

my God, you make my darkness bright. 

 

30 With you I will break down an enclosure; * 

with the help of my God I will scale any wall. 

 

31 As for God, his ways are perfect; 

the words of the Lord are tried in the fire; * 

he is a shield to all who trust in him.  

32 For who is God, but the Lord? * 

who is the Rock, except our God? 

 

33 It is God who girds me about with strength * 

and makes my way secure. 

 

34 He makes me sure-footed like a deer * 

and lets me stand firm on the heights. 

 

35 He trains my hands for battle * 

and my arms for bending even a bow of bronze. 

 

36 You have given me your shield of victory; * 

your right hand also sustains me; 

your loving care makes me great. 

 

37 You lengthen my stride beneath me, * 

and my ankles do not give way. 

 

38 I pursue my enemies and overtake them; * 

I will not turn back till I have destroyed them. 

 

39 I strike them down, and they cannot rise; * 

they fall defeated at my feet. 

 

40 You have girded me with strength for the battle; * 

you have cast down my adversaries beneath me; 

you have put my enemies to flight. 

 

41 I destroy those who hate me; 

they cry out, but there is none to help them; * 

they cry to the Lord, but he does not answer. 

 

42 I beat them small like dust before the wind; * 

I trample them like mud in the streets. 

 

43 You deliver me from the strife of the peoples; * 

you put me at the head of the nations. 

 

 



44 A people I have not known shall serve me; 

no sooner shall they hear than they shall obey me; * 

strangers will cringe before me. 

45 The foreign peoples will lose heart; * 

they shall come trembling out of their strongholds. 

 

46 The Lord lives! Blessed is my Rock! * 

Exalted is the God of my salvation! 

 

47 He is the God who gave me victory * 

and cast down the peoples beneath me. 

 

48 You rescued me from the fury of my enemies; 

you exalted me above those who rose against me; * 

you saved me from my deadly foe. 

 

49 Therefore will I extol you among the nations, O Lord, * 

and sing praises to your Name. 

 

50 He multiplies the victories of his king; * 

he shows loving-kindness to his anointed, 

to David and his descendants for ever. 

Daniel 2:31-49 

‘You were looking, O king, and lo! there was a great statue. This statue was huge, its brilliance extraordinary; it 

was standing before you, and its appearance was frightening. The head of that statue was of fine gold, its chest 

and arms of silver, its middle and thighs of bronze, its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay. As 

you looked on, a stone was cut out, not by human hands, and it struck the statue on its feet of iron and clay and 

broke them in pieces. Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold, were all broken in pieces and 

became like the chaff of the summer threshing-floors; and the wind carried them away, so that not a trace of 

them could be found. But the stone that struck the statue became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.  

‘This was the dream; now we will tell the king its interpretation. You, O king, the king of kings—to whom the 

God of heaven has given the kingdom, the power, the might, and the glory, into whose hand he has given 

human beings, wherever they live, the wild animals of the field, and the birds of the air, and whom he has 

established as ruler over them all—you are the head of gold. After you shall arise another kingdom inferior to 

yours, and yet a third kingdom of bronze, which shall rule over the whole earth. And there shall be a fourth 

kingdom, strong as iron; just as iron crushes and smashes everything, it shall crush and shatter all these. As you 

saw the feet and toes partly of potter’s clay and partly of iron, it shall be a divided kingdom; but some of the 

strength of iron shall be in it, as you saw the iron mixed with the clay. As the toes of the feet were part iron and 

part clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong and partly brittle. As you saw the iron mixed with clay, so will 

they mix with one another in marriage, but they will not hold together, just as iron does not mix with clay. And 

in the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that shall never be destroyed, nor shall this 

kingdom be left to another people. It shall crush all these kingdoms and bring them to an end, and it shall stand 

for ever; just as you saw that a stone was cut from the mountain not by hands, and that it crushed the iron, the 

bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold. The great God has informed the king what shall be hereafter. The 

dream is certain, and its interpretation trustworthy.’  



Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face, worshipped Daniel, and commanded that a grain-offering and 

incense be offered to him. The king said to Daniel, ‘Truly, your God is God of gods and Lord of kings and a 

revealer of mysteries, for you have been able to reveal this mystery!’ Then the king promoted Daniel, gave him 

many great gifts, and made him ruler over the whole province of Babylon and chief prefect over all the wise 

men of Babylon. Daniel made a request of the king, and he appointed Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego over 

the affairs of the province of Babylon. But Daniel remained at the king’s court.  

1 John 2:18-29 

Children, it is the last hour! As you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now many antichrists have come. 

From this we know that it is the last hour. They went out from us, but they did not belong to us; for if they had 

belonged to us, they would have remained with us. But by going out they made it plain that none of them 

belongs to us. But you have been anointed by the Holy One, and all of you have knowledge. I write to you, not 

because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and you know that no lie comes from the truth. 

Who is the liar but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, the one who denies the 

Father and the Son. No one who denies the Son has the Father; everyone who confesses the Son has the Father 

also. Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, 

then you will abide in the Son and in the Father. And this is what he has promised us, eternal life.  

I write these things to you concerning those who would deceive you. As for you, the anointing that you received 

from him abides in you, and so you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all 

things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, abide in him.  

And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he is revealed we may have confidence and not be put to 

shame before him at his coming.  

If you know that he is righteous, you may be sure that everyone who does right has been born of him.  

Luke 3:1-14 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod 

was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of 

Abilene, during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in 

the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 

‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

“Prepare the way of the Lord, 

   make his paths straight.  

Every valley shall be filled, 

   and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

and the crooked shall be made straight, 

   and the rough ways made smooth;  

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’  

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee 

from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, “We have 

Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even 

now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 

thrown into the fire.’  



And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’ In reply he said to them, ‘Whoever has two coats must 

share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.’ Even tax-collectors came to be 

baptized, and they asked him, ‘Teacher, what should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Collect no more than the 

amount prescribed for you.’ Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Do not 

extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.’  

 


