
READINGS FOR EVENING PRAYER 

  

MONDAY, OCTOBER 19 

 

St. Luke the Evangelist 

 

Psalm 66 Jubilate Deo 

 

1 Be joyful in God, all you lands; * 

sing the glory of his Name; 

sing the glory of his praise. 

 

2 Say to God, "How awesome are your deeds! * 

because of your great strength your enemies 

cringe before you. 

 

3 All the earth bows down before you, * 

sings to you, sings out your Name." 

4 Come now and see the works of God, * 

how wonderful he is in his doing toward all people. 

 

5 He turned the sea into dry land, 

so that they went through the water on foot, * 

and there we rejoiced in him. 

 

6 In his might he rules for ever; 

his eyes keep watch over the nations; * 

let no rebel rise up against him. 

 

7 Bless our God, you peoples; * 

make the voice of his praise to be heard; 

 

8 Who holds our souls in life, * 

and will not allow our feet to slip. 

 

9 For you, O God, have proved us; * 

you have tried us just as silver is tried. 

 

10 You brought us into the snare; * 

you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 

 

11 You let enemies ride over our heads; 

we went through fire and water; * 

but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 

12 I will enter your house with burnt-offerings 

and will pay you my vows, * 

which I promised with my lips 

and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 



 

13 I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts 

with the smoke of rams; * 

I will give you oxen and goats. 

 

14 Come and listen, all you who fear God, * 

and I will tell you what he has done for me. 

15 I called out to him with my mouth, * 

and his praise was on my tongue. 

 

16 If I had found evil in my heart, * 

the Lord would not have heard me; 

 

17 But in truth God has heard me; * 

he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 

 

18 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, * 

nor withheld his love from me. 

 

 

Psalm 67 Deus misereatur 

 

1 May God be merciful to us and bless us, * 

show us the light of his countenance and come to us. 

 

2 Let your ways be known upon earth, * 

your saving health among all nations. 

 

3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; * 

let all the peoples praise you. 

 

4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, * 

for you judge the peoples with equity 

and guide all the nations upon earth. 

 

5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; * 

let all the peoples praise you. 

 

6 The earth has brought forth her increase; * 

may God, our own God, give us his blessing. 

 

7 May God give us his blessing, * 

and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of him. 

Psalm 96 Cantate Domino 

 

1 Sing to the Lord a new song; * 

sing to the Lord, all the whole earth. 

 

2 Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; * 

proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 



 

3 Declare his glory among the nations * 

and his wonders among all peoples. 

 

4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; * 

he is more to be feared than all gods. 

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 

but it is the Lord who made the heavens. 

 

6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! * 

Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 

 

7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; * 

ascribe to the Lord honor and power. 

 

8 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; * 

bring offerings and come into his courts. 

 

9 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * 

let the whole earth tremble before him. 

 

10 Tell it out among the nations: "The Lord is King! * 

he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 

he will judge the peoples with equity." 

 

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 

let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * 

let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 

 

12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 

before the Lord when he comes, * 

when he comes to judge the earth. 

 

13 He will judge the world with righteousness * 

and the peoples with his truth. 

 

Isaiah 52:7-10 

How beautiful upon the mountains 

   are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 

who brings good news, 

   who announces salvation, 

   who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’  

Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 

   together they sing for joy; 

for in plain sight they see 

   the return of the Lord to Zion.  

Break forth together into singing, 

   you ruins of Jerusalem; 



for the Lord has comforted his people, 

   he has redeemed Jerusalem.  

The Lord has bared his holy arm 

   before the eyes of all the nations; 

and all the ends of the earth shall see 

   the salvation of our God.  

Acts 1:1-8 

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until the day when 

he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had 

chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them 

over the course of forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered 

them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. ‘This’, he said, ‘is what you have 

heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 

now.’  

So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to 

Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’  

 

  

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20 

 

Psalm 36 Dixit injustus 

 

1 There is a voice of rebellion deep in the heart of the wicked; * 

there is no fear of God before his eyes. 

 

2 He flatters himself in his own eyes * 

that his hateful sin will not be found out. 

 

3 The words of his mouth are wicked and deceitful; * 

he has left off acting wisely and doing good. 

 

4 He thinks up wickedness upon his bed 

and has set himself in no good way; * 

he does not abhor that which is evil. 

  

 

5 Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens, * 

and your faithfulness to the clouds. 

 

6 Your righteousness is like the strong mountains, your justice like the great deep; * 

you save both man and beast, O Lord. 

 

7 How priceless is your love, O God! * 

your people take refuge under the 

shadow of your wings. 



 

8 They feast upon the abundance of your house; * 

you give them drink from the river of your delights. 

 

9 For with you is the well of life, * 

and in your light we see light. 

 

10 Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you, * 

and your favor to those who are true of heart. 

11 Let not the foot of the proud come near me, * 

nor the hand of the wicked push me aside. 

 

12 See how they are fallen, those who work wickedness! * 

they are cast down and shall not be able to rise. 

Psalm 39 Dixi, Custodiam 

 

1 I said, "I will keep watch upon my ways, * 

so that I do not offend with my tongue. 

 

2 I will put a muzzle on my mouth * 

while the wicked are in my presence." 

 

3 So I held my tongue and said nothing; * 

I refrained from rash words; 

but my pain became unbearable. 

 

4 My heart was hot within me; 

while I pondered, the fire burst into flame; * 

I spoke out with my tongue: 

5 Lord, let me know my end and the number of my days, * 

so that I may know how short my life is. 

 

6 You have given me a mere handful of days, 

and my lifetime is as nothing in your sight; * 

truly, even those who stand erect are but a puff of wind. 

 

7 We walk about like a shadow, 

and in vain we are in turmoil; * 

we heap up riches and cannot tell who will gather them. 

 

8 And now, what is my hope? * 

O Lord, my hope is in you. 

 

9 Deliver me from all my transgressions * 

and do not make me the taunt of the fool. 

 

10 I fell silent and did not open my mouth, * 

for surely it was you that did it. 

 



11 Take your affliction from me; * 

I am worn down by the blows of your hand. 

 

12 With rebukes for sin you punish us; 

like a moth you eat away all that is dear to us; * 

truly, everyone is but a puff of wind. 

 

13 Hear my prayer, O Lord, 

and give ear to my cry; * 

hold not your peace at my tears. 

 

14 For I am but a sojourner with you, * 

a wayfarer, as all my forebears were. 

 

15 Turn your gaze from me, that I may be glad again, * 

before I go my way and am no more. 

Sirach 6:5-17 

 

Pleasant speech multiplies friends, 

   and a gracious tongue multiplies courtesies.  

Let those who are friendly with you be many, 

   but let your advisers be one in a thousand.  

When you gain friends, gain them through testing, 

   and do not trust them hastily.  

For there are friends who are such when it suits them, 

   but they will not stand by you in time of trouble.  

And there are friends who change into enemies, 

   and tell of the quarrel to your disgrace.  

And there are friends who sit at your table, 

   but they will not stand by you in time of trouble.  

When you are prosperous, they become your second self, 

   and lord it over your servants;  

but if you are brought low, they turn against you, 

   and hide themselves from you.  

Keep away from your enemies, 

   and be on guard with your friends.  

Faithful friends are a sturdy shelter: 

   whoever finds one has found a treasure.  

Faithful friends are beyond price; 

   no amount can balance their worth.  

Faithful friends are life-saving medicine; 

   and those who fear the Lord will find them.  

Those who fear the Lord direct their friendship aright, 

   for as they are, so are their neighbours also.  

 

 



Revelation 7:9-17 

After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes 

and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches 

in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 

‘Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!’  

And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on 

their faces before the throne and worshipped God, singing, 

‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 

and thanksgiving and honour 

and power and might 

be to our God for ever and ever! Amen.’  

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, ‘Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come from?’ 

I said to him, ‘Sir, you are the one that knows.’ Then he said to me, ‘These are they who have come out of the 

great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.  

For this reason they are before the throne of God, 

   and worship him day and night within his temple, 

   and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.  

They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 

   the sun will not strike them, 

   nor any scorching heat;  

for the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their shepherd, 

   and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 

and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’  

Luke 10:1-16 

After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to every town and place 

where he himself intended to go. He said to them, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; therefore 

ask the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest. Go on your way. See, I am sending you out 

like lambs into the midst of wolves. Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road. Whatever 

house you enter, first say, “Peace to this house!” And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace will 

rest on that person; but if not, it will return to you. Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever they 

provide, for the labourer deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house to house. Whenever you enter a 

town and its people welcome you, eat what is set before you; cure the sick who are there, and say to them, “The 

kingdom of God has come near to you.” But whenever you enter a town and they do not welcome you, go out 

into its streets and say, “Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we wipe off in protest against you. 

Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come near.” I tell you, on that day it will be more tolerable for Sodom 

than for that town.  

‘Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the deeds of power done in you had been done in Tyre 

and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. But at the judgement it will be 

more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon than for you. And you, Capernaum, 

will you be exalted to heaven? 

   No, you will be brought down to Hades.  

‘Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever rejects you rejects me, and whoever rejects me rejects the 

one who sent me.’  

 



 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21 

 

Psalm 119:  25 - 48 

Daleth Adhæsit pavimento 

 

25 My soul cleaves to the dust; * 

give me life according to your word. 

 

26 I have confessed my ways, and you answered me; * 

instruct me in your statutes. 

 

27 Make me understand the way of your commandments, * 

that I may meditate on your marvelous works. 

 

28 My soul melts away for sorrow; * 

strengthen me according to your word. 

 

29 Take from me the way of lying; * 

let me find grace through your law. 

 

30 I have chosen the way of faithfulness; * 

I have set your judgments before me. 

 

31 I hold fast to your decrees; * 

O Lord, let me not be put to shame. 

 

32 I will run the way of your commandments, * 

for you have set my heart at liberty. 

 

33 Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, * 

and I shall keep it to the end. 

 

34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; * 

I shall keep it with all my heart. 

 

35 Make me go in the path of your commandments, * 

for that is my desire. 

 

36 Incline my heart to your decrees * 

and not to unjust gain. 

 

37 Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; * 

give me life in your ways. 

 

38 Fulfill your promise to your servant, * 

which you make to those who fear you. 

 

 



39 Turn away the reproach which I dread, * 

because your judgments are good. 

 

40 Behold, I long for your commandments; * 

in your righteousness preserve my life. 

41 Let your loving-kindness come to me, O Lord, * 

and your salvation, according to your promise. 

 

42 Then shall I have a word for those who taunt me, * 

because I trust in your words. 

 

43 Do not take the word of truth out of my mouth, * 

for my hope is in your judgments. 

44 I shall continue to keep your law; * 

I shall keep it for ever and ever. 

 

45 I will walk at liberty, * 

because I study your commandments. 

 

46 I will tell of your decrees before kings * 

and will not be ashamed. 

 

47 I delight in your commandments, * 

which I have always loved. 

 

48 I will lift up my hands to your commandments, * 

and I will meditate on your statutes. 

Sirach 7:4-14 

Do not seek from the Lord high office, 

   or the seat of honour from the king.  

Do not assert your righteousness before the Lord, 

   or display your wisdom before the king.  

Do not seek to become a judge, 

   or you may be unable to root out injustice; 

you may be partial to the powerful, 

   and so mar your integrity.  

Commit no offence against the public, 

   and do not disgrace yourself among the people.  

 

Do not commit a sin twice; 

   not even for one will you go unpunished.  

Do not say, ‘He will consider the great number of my gifts, 

   and when I make an offering to the Most High God, he will accept it.’  

Do not grow weary when you pray; 

   do not neglect to give alms.  

Do not ridicule a person who is embittered in spirit, 

   for there is One who humbles and exalts.  



Do not devise a lie against your brother, 

   or do the same to a friend.  

Refuse to utter any lie, 

   for it is a habit that results in no good.  

Do not babble in the assembly of the elders, 

   and do not repeat yourself when you pray.  

Revelation 8:1-13 

When the Lamb opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. And I saw the 

seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given to them.  

Another angel with a golden censer came and stood at the altar; he was given a great quantity of incense to offer 

with the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar that is before the throne. And the smoke of the incense, with 

the prayers of the saints, rose before God from the hand of the angel. Then the angel took the censer and filled it 

with fire from the altar and threw it on the earth; and there were peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of 

lightning, and an earthquake.  

Now the seven angels who had the seven trumpets made ready to blow them.  

The first angel blew his trumpet, and there came hail and fire, mixed with blood, and they were hurled to the 

earth; and a third of the earth was burned up, and a third of the trees were burned up, and all green grass was 

burned up.  

The second angel blew his trumpet, and something like a great mountain, burning with fire, was thrown into the 

sea. A third of the sea became blood, a third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were 

destroyed.  

The third angel blew his trumpet, and a great star fell from heaven, blazing like a torch, and it fell on a third of 

the rivers and on the springs of water. The name of the star is Wormwood. A third of the waters became 

wormwood, and many died from the water, because it was made bitter.  

The fourth angel blew his trumpet, and a third of the sun was struck, and a third of the moon, and a third of the 

stars, so that a third of their light was darkened; a third of the day was kept from shining, and likewise the night.  

Then I looked, and I heard an eagle crying with a loud voice as it flew in mid-heaven, ‘Woe, woe, woe to the 

inhabitants of the earth, at the blasts of the other trumpets that the three angels are about to blow!’  

Luke 10:17-24 

The seventy returned with joy, saying, ‘Lord, in your name even the demons submit to us!’ He said to them, ‘I 

watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of lightning. See, I have given you authority to tread on snakes and 

scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing will hurt you. Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, 

that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.’  

At that same hour Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 

because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, 

Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one 

knows who the Son is except the Father, or who the Father is except the Son and anyone to whom the Son 

chooses to reveal him.’  



Then turning to the disciples, Jesus said to them privately, ‘Blessed are the eyes that see what you see! For I tell 

you that many prophets and kings desired to see what you see, but did not see it, and to hear what you hear, but 

did not hear it.’  

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22 

Psalm 37: Part II Novit Dominus 

 

19 The Lord cares for the lives of the godly, * 

and their inheritance shall last for ever. 

 

20 They shall not be ashamed in bad times, * 

and in days of famine they shall have enough. 

 

21 As for the wicked, they shall perish, * 

and the enemies of the Lord, like the glory of 

the meadows, shall vanish; they shall vanish like smoke. 

22 The wicked borrow and do not repay, * 

but the righteous are generous in giving. 

 

23 Those who are blessed by God shall possess the land, * 

but those who are cursed by him shall be destroyed. 

 

24 Our steps are directed by the Lord; * 

he strengthens those in whose way he delights. 

 

25 If they stumble, they shall not fall headlong, * 

for the Lord holds them by the hand. 

 

26 I have been young and now I am old, * 

but never have I seen the righteous forsaken, 

or their children begging bread. 

 

27 The righteous are always generous in their lending, * 

and their children shall be a blessing. 

 

28 Turn from evil, and do good, * 

and dwell in the land for ever. 

 

29 For the Lord loves justice; * 

he does not forsake his faithful ones. 

 

30 They shall be kept safe for ever, * 

but the offspring of the wicked shall be destroyed. 

 

31 The righteous shall possess the land * 

and dwell in it for ever. 

 

32 The mouth of the righteous utters wisdom, * 

and their tongue speaks what is right. 



 

33 The law of their God is in their heart, * 

and their footsteps shall not falter. 

 

34 The wicked spy on the righteous * 

and seek occasion to kill them. 

35 The Lord will not abandon them to their hand, * 

nor let them be found guilty when brought to trial. 

 

36 Wait upon the Lord and keep his way; * 

he will raise you up to possess the land, 

and when the wicked are cut off, you will see it. 

 

37 I have seen the wicked in their arrogance, * 

flourishing like a tree in full leaf. 

 

38 I went by, and behold, they were not there; * 

I searched for them, but they could not be found. 

 

39 Mark those who are honest; 

observe the upright; * 

for there is a future for the peaceable. 

 

40 Transgressors shall be destroyed, one and all; * 

the future of the wicked is cut off. 

 

41 But the deliverance of the righteous comes from the Lord; * 

he is their stronghold in time of trouble. 

 

42 The Lord will help them and rescue them; * 

he will rescue them from the wicked and deliver them, 

because they seek refuge in him. 

Sirach 10:1-18 

A wise magistrate educates his people, 

   and the rule of an intelligent person is well ordered.  

As the people’s judge is, so are his officials; 

   as the ruler of the city is, so are all its inhabitants.  

An undisciplined king ruins his people, 

   but a city becomes fit to live in through the understanding of its rulers.  

The government of the earth is in the hand of the Lord, 

   and over it he will raise up the right leader for the time.  

Human success is in the hand of the Lord, 

   and it is he who confers honour upon the lawgiver.  

 

Do not get angry with your neighbour for every injury, 

   and do not resort to acts of insolence.  

Arrogance is hateful to the Lord and to mortals, 

   and injustice is outrageous to both.  



Sovereignty passes from nation to nation 

   on account of injustice and insolence and wealth.  

How can dust and ashes be proud? 

   Even in life the human body decays.  

A long illness baffles the physician; 

   the king of today will die tomorrow.  

For when one is dead 

   he inherits maggots and vermin and worms.  

The beginning of human pride is to forsake the Lord; 

   the heart has withdrawn from its Maker.  

For the beginning of pride is sin, 

   and the one who clings to it pours out abominations. 

Therefore the Lord brings upon them unheard-of calamities, 

   and destroys them completely.  

The Lord overthrows the thrones of rulers, 

   and enthrones the lowly in their place.  

The Lord plucks up the roots of the nations, 

   and plants the humble in their place.  

The Lord lays waste the lands of the nations, 

   and destroys them to the foundations of the earth.  

He removes some of them and destroys them, 

   and erases the memory of them from the earth.  

Pride was not created for human beings, 

   or violent anger for those born of women.  

Revelation 9:1-12 

And the fifth angel blew his trumpet, and I saw a star that had fallen from heaven to earth, and he was given the 

key to the shaft of the bottomless pit; he opened the shaft of the bottomless pit, and from the shaft rose smoke 

like the smoke of a great furnace, and the sun and the air were darkened with the smoke from the shaft. Then 

from the smoke came locusts on the earth, and they were given authority like the authority of scorpions of the 

earth. They were told not to damage the grass of the earth or any green growth or any tree, but only those people 

who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads. They were allowed to torture them for five months, but not 

to kill them, and their torture was like the torture of a scorpion when it stings someone. And in those days 

people will seek death but will not find it; they will long to die, but death will flee from them.  

In appearance the locusts were like horses equipped for battle. On their heads were what looked like crowns of 

gold; their faces were like human faces, their hair like women’s hair, and their teeth like lions’ teeth; they had 

scales like iron breastplates, and the noise of their wings was like the noise of many chariots with horses rushing 

into battle. They have tails like scorpions, with stings, and in their tails is their power to harm people for five 

months. They have as king over them the angel of the bottomless pit; his name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in 

Greek he is called Apollyon.  

The first woe has passed. There are still two woes to come.  

Luke 10:25-37 

Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. ‘Teacher,’ he said, ‘what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ He said to 

him, ‘What is written in the law? What do you read there?’ He answered, ‘You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your 

neighbour as yourself.’ And he said to him, ‘You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.’  



But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbour?’ Jesus replied, ‘A man was going 

down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, 

leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by 

on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But 

a Samaritan while travelling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. He went to him 

and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought 

him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, 

“Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.” Which of these three, do 

you think, was a neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?’ He said, ‘The one who showed 

him mercy.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do likewise.’  

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23 

EVENING PRAYER ON YOUR OWN 

 

Psalm 35 Judica, Domine 

 

1 Fight those who fight me, O Lord; * 

attack those who are attacking me. 

 

2 Take up shield and armor * 

and rise up to help me. 

 

3 Draw the sword and bar the way against those 

who pursue me; * 

say to my soul, "I am your salvation." 

 

4 Let those who seek after my life be shamed and humbled; * 

let those who plot my ruin fall back and be dismayed. 

 

5 Let them be like chaff before the wind, * 

and let the angel of the Lord drive them away. 

6 Let their way be dark and slippery, * 

and let the angel of the Lord pursue them. 

 

7 For they have secretly spread a net for me without a cause; * 

without a cause they have dug a pit to take me alive. 

 

8 Let ruin come upon them unawares; * 

let them be caught in the net they hid; 

let them fall into the pit they dug. 

 

9 Then I will be joyful in the Lord; * 

I will glory in his victory. 

 

10 My very bones will say, "Lord, who is like you? * 

You deliver the poor from those who are too strong for them, 

the poor and needy from those who rob them." 



 

11 Malicious witnesses rise up against me; * 

they charge me with matters I know nothing about. 

 

12 They pay me evil in exchange for good; * 

my soul is full of despair. 

 

13 But when they were sick I dressed in sack-cloth * 

and humbled myself by fasting; 

 

14 I prayed with my whole heart, 

as one would for a friend or a brother; * 

I behaved like one who mourns for his mother, 

bowed down and grieving. 

 

15 But when I stumbled, they were glad and gathered together; 

they gathered against me; * 

strangers whom I did not know tore me to pieces and 

would not stop. 

 

16 They put me to the test and mocked me; * 

they gnashed at me with their teeth. 

17 O Lord, how long will you look on? * 

rescue me from the roaring beasts, 

and my life from the young lions. 

 

18 I will give you thanks in the great congregation; * 

I will praise you in the mighty throng. 

 

19 Do not let my treacherous foes rejoice over me, * 

nor let those who hate me without a cause 

wink at each other. 

 

20 For they do not plan for peace, * 

but invent deceitful schemes against the 

quiet in the land. 

 

21 They opened their mouths at me and said, * 

"Aha! we saw it with our own eyes." 

 

22 You saw it, O Lord; do not be silent; * 

O Lord, be not far from me. 

 

23 Awake, arise, to my cause! * 

to my defense, my God and my Lord! 

 

24 Give me justice, O Lord my God, 

according to your righteousness; * 

do not let them triumph over me. 

 

 



25 Do not let them say in their hearts, 

"Aha! just what we want!" * 

Do not let them say, "We have swallowed him up." 

 

26 Let all who rejoice at my ruin be ashamed and disgraced; * 

let those who boast against me be clothed with 

dismay and shame. 

 

27 Let those who favor my cause sing out with joy and be glad; * 

let them say always, "Great is the Lord, 

who desires the prosperity of his servant." 

28 And my tongue shall be talking of your righteousness * 

and of your praise all the day long. 

Sirach 11:2-20 

Do not praise individuals for their good looks, 

   or loathe anyone because of appearance alone.  

The bee is small among flying creatures, 

   but what it produces is the best of sweet things.  

Do not boast about wearing fine clothes, 

   and do not exalt yourself when you are honoured; 

for the works of the Lord are wonderful, 

   and his works are concealed from humankind.  

Many kings have had to sit on the ground, 

   but one who was never thought of has worn a crown.  

Many rulers have been utterly disgraced, 

   and the honoured have been handed over to others.  

Do not find fault before you investigate; 

   examine first, and then criticize.  

Do not answer before you listen, 

   and do not interrupt when another is speaking.  

Do not argue about a matter that does not concern you, 

   and do not sit with sinners when they judge a case.  

My child, do not busy yourself with many matters; 

   if you multiply activities, you will not be held blameless. 

If you pursue, you will not overtake, 

   and by fleeing you will not escape.  

There are those who work and struggle and hurry, 

   but are so much the more in want.  

There are others who are slow and need help, 

   who lack strength and abound in poverty; 

but the eyes of the Lord look kindly upon them; 

   he lifts them out of their lowly condition  

and raises up their heads 

   to the amazement of many.  

 

Good things and bad, life and death, 



   poverty and wealth, come from the Lord.  

The Lord’s gift remains with the devout, 

   and his favour brings lasting success.  

One becomes rich through diligence and self-denial, 

   and the reward allotted to him is this:  

when he says, ‘I have found rest, 

   and now I shall feast on my goods!’ 

he does not know how long it will be 

   until he leaves them to others and dies.  

Stand by your agreement and attend to it, 

   and grow old in your work.  

Revelation 9:13-21 

Then the sixth angel blew his trumpet, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar before God, 

saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, ‘Release the four angels who are bound at the great river 

Euphrates.’ So the four angels were released, who had been held ready for the hour, the day, the month, and the 

year, to kill a third of humankind. The number of the troops of cavalry was two hundred million; I heard their 

number. And this was how I saw the horses in my vision: the riders wore breastplates the colour of fire and of 

sapphire and of sulphur; the heads of the horses were like lions’ heads, and fire and smoke and sulphur came 

out of their mouths. By these three plagues a third of humankind was killed, by the fire and smoke and sulphur 

coming out of their mouths. For the power of the horses is in their mouths and in their tails; their tails are like 

serpents, having heads; and with them they inflict harm.  

The rest of humankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands or give 

up worshipping demons and idols of gold and silver and bronze and stone and wood, which cannot see or hear 

or walk. And they did not repent of their murders or their sorceries or their fornication or their thefts.  

Luke 10:38-42 

Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain village, where a woman named Martha welcomed him into 

her home. She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was saying. But 

Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him and asked, ‘Lord, do you not care that my sister 

has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then to help me.’ But the Lord answered her, ‘Martha, 

Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things; there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the 

better part, which will not be taken away from her.’  

 

 


