
will remain in those po-
sitions until we can be 
together again physical-
ly. So we will not have 
vestry elections at the 
annual meeting this time. 

I know you’re tired, as I 
am, of having to work 
around restrictions and 
safety needs for even the 
most trivial task. But we 
are still together as a 
church family. We still 
support one another in 
our troubles and in our 
celebrations. And we 
continue to move our 
church forward, finding 
new ways to reach other 
people with the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ.  

Much good has come of 
this challenging time, 
though it’s difficult to 
remember anything good 
about 2020. But we hold 
Christian hope, knowing 
that God remains with us 
through everything we 
mourn and celebrate. 

From the Rector…..  

Reflections 

Revelation 21:5: And 
the one who was seated 
on the throne said, "See, 
I am making all things 
new."  

It’s New Year’s Eve, the 
end of 2020, and every-
one I know is saying, 
“Thank goodness this 
year is over!” Most of us 
enjoy the idea of turning 
the page to a blank cal-
endar, where we can do 
better, look better and 
feel better. But this time, 
we’re hoping that all of 
the suffering, restriction, 
and inconvenience can 
be boxed up in 2020 and 
left behind.  

Human life isn’t so sim-
ple, but as Christians we 
do have the opportunity 
for God to “make all 
things new” every mo-
ment, not just on New 
Year’s Day. Certainly 
we hope for more good 
news in 2021 than we 
had in 2020, but we have 

ways, through God, of 
dealing with adversity 
with “unity, constancy, 
and peace.” 

Our parish life has 
changed dramatically in 
the last nine months, and 
we will continue to expe-
rience restrictions and 
challenges as we move 
forward. For example, 
our annual parish meet-
ing, set for January 24th, 
will be a “hybrid” meet-
ing. Assuming we will 
still be unable to gather 
for in-person services, 
we will have the usual 
small group at the church 
for live-streaming and 
will offer a “virtual” 
meeting to the rest of the 
parish. Our inability to 
gather in person for the 
meeting has prompted 
Bishop Seage to “freeze” 
our vestry. That word is 
not a meteorological 
term; it means that peo-
ple in vestry positions 

The Rev. Carol Mead 

January - 2021 

The Annual Meeting of the Parish of St. Peter’s by-the-Lake Episcopal Church 
will be held virtually on Sunday, January 24, 2021   

during the 10:30 a.m. service. 
 

We will review the 2020 year and the 2021 budget. 
Please make plans to virtually attend this meeting. 

Our life together is differ-
ent, and it will continue to 
change. But that’s Good 
News! 

See, God is making all 
things new.   

 

Blessings, and happy New 
Year! 

         Carol  



    JANUARY BIRTHDAYS  

Louise Chatham ....................................... January   1 
Robert Grant ............................................ January   2 
Jan Patrick ............................................... January   4 
Johnny Warren ........................................ January   4 
David Putnam .......................................... January   5 
Robert Edwards ....................................... January   7 
Hunter Grant ............................................ January   7 
Lindsey Horner ........................................ January   7 
Dennis Jones ........................................... January   7 
Matt Canfield ............................................ January   9 
Jane Phillips ............................................. January   9 
Abel Allen ................................................. January 12 
Todd Clapp .............................................. January 12 
Sonja Watkins .......................................... January 13 

Harry & Ginger Perdue 
January 7th  -  38 years 

 

Tom & Beve Peden 
January 10th  -  57 years 

 

Lewis & Mary Rogers 
January 16th  -  10 years 

 

John & Lynn Jenkins 
January 25th  -  36 years 

 

George & Jeaneen Bobo 
January 27th  -  8 years 
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Karsyn Self ............................................... January 16 
Keaton Self ............................................... January 16 
Catherine Castille .................................... January  17 
Greyton Carruth ........................................ January 20 
Evelyn Warren .......................................... January 20 
Mary Caroline Warren .............................. January 20 
Susan Tinney ............................................ January 23 
Mary Anton ............................................... January 24 
Karen McCraw .......................................... January 26 
Kathleen Duke .......................................... January 28 
Lorie Freiman ........................................... January 28 



 
A Litany for the New Year 
 
That the coming year may be holy, good, and peaceful, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
 
That we will look back to see not suffering, but strength, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
 
That we will look forward to the coming year not with low expectations, but with hope that a new world is being created, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
 
That we remember the healers and the builders and resist giving power to the destroyers and dividers, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
 
That we find strength in you to embrace peace and spurn conflict, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
 
That we honor the people of science who have worked tirelessly to defeat the pandemic, 
We entreat you, O Lord.  
 
That we remember the stark reminders, in the past year, of the centrality of our human relationships, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
 
That we venture beyond protest to necessary action when we recognize the injustices of our world, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
 
That we remember that those whom we have loved but see no longer are in your care, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
 
That all who grieve will be comforted by your Holy Spirit, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
 
That we realize that we are bound, one to another, in the body of your Son Jesus Christ, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
 
The Collects 
 
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels charge over those who 
sleep.  Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the 
joyous; and all for your love’s sake.  Amen. 
 
O gracious and generous God, we give thanks for the year that is ending, and we place in your care our hopes for rebirth 
in the New Year. Give to us a deep appreciation of the gifts we had once taken for granted, and allow us to see the com-
ing year as a new slate to begin again. Fill us with such an awareness of your Holy Spirit that we will live in both the calm-
ness of your peace and the energy of your creation. We ask in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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Our Staff and Vestry 
 

The Rt. Rev. Brian R. Seage 
Bishop of Mississippi 

 

The Rev. Carol Mead 
Rector 

 

The Rev. Dennis Wilson 
Deacon 

 

Ginger Perdue 
Parish Administrator 

Choir Director 
 

Ross Hartford 
Pianist 

Bookkeeper 
 

Mary Ann Phillips 
Organist 

 

Kelly Alexander & Lorie Freiman 
Youth Directors 

 

Lahoma Buckner 
Child Care Provider 

 

Vestry 
 

Sr. Warden - Jim Garrison 
Jr. Warden - Carolyn Barker 

Treasurer - Dick Phillips 
Clerk - Rebecca Wilson 

 

Vestry Members 
Tom Bondurant 

Len Bussell 
Linda Clark 

Beverly Craft 
Rita Fetzer 

Diane House 
May Stafford 

Sonja Watkins 

Seeking to know Christ 

and make him known. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY SERVICE 
10:30 a.m. 

Streaming via: 
Facebook  -  Boxcast T.V.  -  YouTube 

 
Links to Facebook, Boxcast T.V. and YouTube 

are found on our website  
as well as our Sunday bulletin. 

 
In person services have been suspended for now.  
Please join us as we live stream our Sunday morn-
ing service each week at 10:30 a.m.  If you miss the 
live service, you may go to any of the above 
streaming sources to watch a previous service. 


