
Monday, August 3, 2020 

Psalm 77  

1I will cry aloud to God; * 

I will cry aloud, and he will hear me. 
 

2In the day of my trouble I sought the Lord; * 

my hands were stretched out by night and did not tire; 

I refused to be comforted. 
 

3I think of God, I am restless, * 

I ponder, and my spirit faints. 
 

4You will not let my eyelids close; * 

I am troubled and I cannot speak. 
 

5I consider the days of old; * 

I remember the years long past; 
 

6I commune with my heart in the night; * 

I ponder and search my mind. 
 

7Will the Lord cast me off for ever? * 

will he no more show his favor? 
 

8Has his loving-kindness come to an end for ever? * 

has his promise failed for evermore? 
 

9Has God forgotten to be gracious? * 

has he, in his anger, withheld his compassion? 
 

10And I said, "My grief is this: * 

the right hand of the Most High has lost its power." 
 

11I will remember the works of the Lord, * 

and call to mind your wonders of old time. 
 

12I will meditate on all your acts * 

and ponder your mighty deeds. 
 

13Your way, O God, is holy; * 

who is so great a god as our God? 
 

14You are the God who works wonders * 

and have declared your power among the peoples. 
 

15By your strength you have redeemed your people, * 

the children of Jacob and Joseph. 
 

 



16The waters saw you, O God; 

the waters saw you and trembled; * 

the very depths were shaken. 
 

17The clouds poured out water; 

the skies thundered; * 

your arrows flashed to and fro; 
 

18The sound of your thunder was in the whirlwind; 

your lightnings lit up the world; * 

the earth trembled and shook. 
 

19Your way was in the sea, 

and your paths in the great waters, * 

yet your footsteps were not seen. 
 

20You led your people like a flock * 

by the hand of Moses and Aaron.  

Judges 6:25-40 

25That night the Lord said to him, ‘Take your father’s bull, the second bull seven years old, and pull down the 

altar of Baal that belongs to your father, and cut down the sacred pole that is beside it; 26and build an altar to the 

Lord your God on the top of the stronghold here, in proper order; then take the second bull, and offer it as a 

burnt-offering with the wood of the sacred pole that you shall cut down.’ 27So Gideon took ten of his servants, 

and did as the Lord had told him; but because he was too afraid of his family and the townspeople to do it by 

day, he did it by night.  

28When the townspeople rose early in the morning, the altar of Baal was broken down, and the sacred pole 

beside it was cut down, and the second bull was offered on the altar that had been built. 29So they said to one 

another, ‘Who has done this?’ After searching and inquiring, they were told, ‘Gideon son of Joash did it.’ 
30Then the townspeople said to Joash, ‘Bring out your son, so that he may die, for he has pulled down the altar 

of Baal and cut down the sacred pole beside it.’ 31But Joash said to all who were arrayed against him, ‘Will you 

contend for Baal? Or will you defend his cause? Whoever contends for him shall be put to death by morning. If 

he is a god, let him contend for himself, because his altar has been pulled down.’ 32Therefore on that day 

Gideon was called Jerubbaal, that is to say, ‘Let Baal contend against him’, because he pulled down his altar.  

33Then all the Midianites and the Amalekites and the people of the east came together, and crossing the Jordan 

they encamped in the Valley of Jezreel. 34But the spirit of the Lord took possession of Gideon; and he sounded 

the trumpet, and the Abiezrites were called out to follow him. 35He sent messengers throughout all Manasseh, 

and they too were called out to follow him. He also sent messengers to Asher, Zebulun, and Naphtali, and they 

went up to meet them.  

36Then Gideon said to God, ‘In order to see whether you will deliver Israel by my hand, as you have said, 37I am 

going to lay a fleece of wool on the threshing-floor; if there is dew on the fleece alone, and it is dry on all the 

ground, then I shall know that you will deliver Israel by my hand, as you have said.’ 38And it was so. When he 

rose early next morning and squeezed the fleece, he wrung enough dew from the fleece to fill a bowl with 

water. 39Then Gideon said to God, ‘Do not let your anger burn against me, let me speak one more time; let me, 

please, make trial with the fleece just once more; let it be dry only on the fleece, and on all the ground let there 

be dew.’ 40And God did so that night. It was dry on the fleece only, and on all the ground there was dew.  

 



Acts 2:37-47 

37Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, ‘Brothers, 

what should we do?’ 38Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 

so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For the promise is for you, 

for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.’ 40And he 

testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, ‘Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.’ 
41So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added. 
42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.  

43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. 44All who 

believed were together and had all things in common; 45they would sell their possessions and goods and 

distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, 

they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having the 

goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.  

John 1:1-18 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning 

with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has 

come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and 

the darkness did not overcome it.  

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all 

might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, 

which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  

10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came 

to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his 

name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of 

the will of man, but of God.  

14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only 

son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and cried out, ‘This was he of whom I said, “He who comes 

after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” ’) 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon 

grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever 

seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.  

Tuesday, August 4 

Psalm 78: Part II  

40How often the people disobeyed him in the wilderness * 

and offended him in the desert! 
 

41Again and again they tempted God * 

and provoked the Holy One of Israel. 
 

42They did not remember his power * 

in the day when he ransomed them from the enemy; 
 

 



43How he wrought his signs in Egypt * 

and his omens in the field of Zoan. 
 

44He turned their rivers into blood, * 

so that they could not drink of their streams. 
 

45He sent swarms of flies among them, which ate them up, * 

and frogs, which destroyed them. 
 

46He gave their crops to the caterpillar, * 

the fruit of their toil to the locust. 
 

47He killed their vines with hail * 

and their sycamores with frost. 
 

48He delivered their cattle to hailstones * 

and their livestock to hot thunderbolts. 
 

49He poured out upon them his blazing anger: * 

fury, indignation, and distress, 

a troop of destroying angels. 
 

50He gave full rein to his anger; 

he did not spare their souls from death; * 

but delivered their lives to the plague. 
 

51He struck down all the firstborn of Egypt, * 

the flower of manhood in the dwellings of Ham. 
 

52He led out his people like sheep * 

and guided them in the wilderness like a flock. 
 

53He led them to safety, and they were not afraid; * 

but the sea overwhelmed their enemies. 
 

54He brought them to his holy land, * 

the mountain his right hand had won. 
 

55He drove out the Canaanites before them 

and apportioned an inheritance to them by lot; * 

he made the tribes of Israel to dwell in their tents. 
 

56But they tested the Most High God, and defied him, * 

and did not keep his commandments. 
 

57They turned away and were disloyal like their fathers; * 

they were undependable like a warped bow. 
 

58They grieved him with their hill-altars * 

they provoked his displeasure with their idols. 
 

 



59When God heard this, he was angry * 

and utterly rejected Israel. 
 

60He forsook the shrine at Shiloh, * 

the tabernacle where he had lived among his people. 
 

61He delivered the ark into captivity, * 

his glory into the adversary's hand. 
 

62He gave his people to the sword * 

and was angered against his inheritance. 
 

63The fire consumed their young men; * 

there were no wedding songs for their maidens. 
 

64Their priests fell by the sword, * 

and their widows made no lamentation. 
 

65Then the Lord woke as though from sleep, * 

like a warrior refreshed with wine. 
 

66He struck his enemies on the backside * 

and put them to perpetual shame. 
 

67He rejected the tent of Joseph * 

and did not choose the tribe of Ephraim; 
 

68He chose instead the tribe of Judah * 

and Mount Zion, which he loved. 
 

69He built his sanctuary like the heights of heaven, * 

like the earth which he founded for ever. 
 

70He chose David his servant, * 

and took him away from the sheepfolds. 
 

71He brought him from following the ewes, * 

to be a shepherd over Jacob his people 

and over Israel his inheritance. 
 

72So he shepherded them with a faithful and true heart * 

and guided them with the skillfulness of his hands.  

Judges 7:1-18 

1Then Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all the troops that were with him rose early and encamped beside the 

spring of Harod; and the camp of Midian was north of them, below the hill of Moreh, in the valley.  

2The Lord said to Gideon, ‘The troops with you are too many for me to give the Midianites into their hand. 

Israel would only take the credit away from me, saying, “My own hand has delivered me.” 3Now therefore 

proclaim this in the hearing of the troops, “Whoever is fearful and trembling, let him return home.” ’ Thus 

Gideon sifted them out; twenty-two thousand returned, and ten thousand remained.  



4Then the Lord said to Gideon, ‘The troops are still too many; take them down to the water and I will sift them 

out for you there. When I say, “This one shall go with you”, he shall go with you; and when I say, “This one 

shall not go with you”, he shall not go.’ 5So he brought the troops down to the water; and the Lord said to 

Gideon, ‘All those who lap the water with their tongues, as a dog laps, you shall put to one side; all those who 

kneel down to drink, putting their hands to their mouths, you shall put to the other side.’ 6The number of those 

that lapped was three hundred; but all the rest of the troops knelt down to drink water. 7Then the Lord said to 

Gideon, ‘With the three hundred that lapped I will deliver you, and give the Midianites into your hand. Let all 

the others go to their homes.’ 8So he took the jars of the troops from their hands, and their trumpets; and he sent 

all the rest of Israel back to their own tents, but retained the three hundred. The camp of Midian was below him 

in the valley.  

9That same night the Lord said to him, ‘Get up, attack the camp; for I have given it into your hand. 10But if you 

fear to attack, go down to the camp with your servant Purah; 11and you shall hear what they say, and afterwards 

your hands shall be strengthened to attack the camp.’ Then he went down with his servant Purah to the outposts 

of the armed men that were in the camp. 12The Midianites and the Amalekites and all the people of the east lay 

along the valley as thick as locusts; and their camels were without number, countless as the sand on the 

seashore. 13When Gideon arrived, there was a man telling a dream to his comrade; and he said, ‘I had a dream, 

and in it a cake of barley bread tumbled into the camp of Midian, and came to the tent, and struck it so that it 

fell; it turned upside down, and the tent collapsed.’ 14And his comrade answered, ‘This is no other than the 

sword of Gideon son of Joash, a man of Israel; into his hand God has given Midian and all the army.’  

15When Gideon heard the telling of the dream and its interpretation, he worshipped; and he returned to the camp 

of Israel, and said, ‘Get up; for the Lord has given the army of Midian into your hand.’ 16After he divided the 

three hundred men into three companies, and put trumpets into the hands of all of them, and empty jars, with 

torches inside the jars, 17he said to them, ‘Look at me, and do the same; when I come to the outskirts of the 

camp, do as I do. 18When I blow the trumpet, I and all who are with me, then you also blow the trumpets around 

the whole camp, and shout, “For the Lord and for Gideon!” ’  

Acts 3:1-11 

1One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, at three o’clock in the afternoon. 
2And a man lame from birth was being carried in. People would lay him daily at the gate of the temple called 

the Beautiful Gate so that he could ask for alms from those entering the temple. 3When he saw Peter and John 

about to go into the temple, he asked them for alms. 4Peter looked intently at him, as did John, and said, ‘Look 

at us.’ 5And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive something from them. 6But Peter said, ‘I have 

no silver or gold, but what I have I give you; in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, stand up and walk.’ 7And 

he took him by the right hand and raised him up; and immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. 
8Jumping up, he stood and began to walk, and he entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and 

praising God. 9All the people saw him walking and praising God, 10and they recognized him as the one who 

used to sit and ask for alms at the Beautiful Gate of the temple; and they were filled with wonder and 

amazement at what had happened to him.  

11While he clung to Peter and John, all the people ran together to them in the portico called Solomon’s Portico, 

utterly astonished.  

John 1:19-28 

19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who 

are you?’ 20He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.’ 21And they asked him, 

‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ 22Then they said 

to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?’ 23He 

said, 



‘I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 

“Make straight the way of the Lord” ’, 

as the prophet Isaiah said.  

24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, ‘Why then are you baptizing if you are neither 

the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?’ 26John answered them, ‘I baptize with water. Among you stands one 

whom you do not know, 27the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.’ 
28This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 

Wednesday, August 5 

Psalm 81  

1Sing with joy to God our strength * 

and raise a loud shout to the God of Jacob. 
 

2Raise a song and sound the timbrel, * 

the merry harp, and the lyre. 
 

3Blow the ram's-horn at the new moon, * 

and at the full moon, the day of our feast. 
 

4For this is a statute for Israel, * 

a law of the God of Jacob. 
 

5He laid it as a solemn charge upon Joseph, * 

when he came out of the land of Egypt. 
 

6I heard an unfamiliar voice saying, * 

"I eased his shoulder from the burden; 

his hands were set free from bearing the load." 
 

7You called on me in trouble, and I saved you; * 

I answered you from the secret place of thunder 

and tested you at the waters of Meribah. 
 

8Hear, O my people, and I will admonish you: * 

O Israel, if you would but listen to me! 
 

9There shall be no strange god among you; * 

you shall not worship a foreign god. 
 

10I am the Lord your God, 

who brought you out of the land of Egypt and said, * 

"Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it." 
 

11And yet my people did not hear my voice, * 

and Israel would not obey me. 
 

12So I gave them over to the stubbornness of their hearts, * 

to follow their own devices. 
 



13Oh, that my people would listen to me! * 

that Israel would walk in my ways! 
 

14I should soon subdue their enemies * 

and turn my hand against their foes. 
 

15Those who hate the Lord would cringe before him, * 

and their punishment would last for ever. 
 

16But Israel would I feed with the finest wheat * 

and satisfy him with honey from the rock.  

Psalm 82  

1God takes his stand in the council of heaven; * 

he gives judgment in the midst of the gods: 
 

2"How long will you judge unjustly, * 

and show favor to the wicked? 
 

3Save the weak and the orphan; * 

defend the humble and needy; 
 

4Rescue the weak and the poor; * 

deliver them from the power of the wicked. 
 

5They do not know, neither do they understand; 

they go about in darkness; * 

all the foundations of the earth are shaken. 
 

6Now I say to you, 'You are gods, * 

and all of you children of the Most High; 
 

7Nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, * 

and fall like any prince.'" 
 

8Arise, O God, and rule the earth, * 

for you shall take all nations for your own.  

Judges 7:19-8:12 

19So Gideon and the hundred who were with him came to the outskirts of the camp at the beginning of the 

middle watch, when they had just set the watch; and they blew the trumpets and smashed the jars that were in 

their hands. 20So the three companies blew the trumpets and broke the jars, holding in their left hands the 

torches, and in their right hands the trumpets to blow; and they cried, ‘A sword for the Lord and for Gideon!’ 
21Every man stood in his place all around the camp, and all the men in camp ran; they cried out and fled. 
22When they blew the three hundred trumpets, the Lord set every man’s sword against his fellow and against all 

the army; and the army fled as far as Beth-shittah towards Zererah, as far as the border of Abel-meholah, by 

Tabbath. 23And the men of Israel were called out from Naphtali and from Asher and from all Manasseh, and 

they pursued after the Midianites.  



24Then Gideon sent messengers throughout all the hill country of Ephraim, saying, ‘Come down against the 

Midianites and seize the waters against them, as far as Beth-barah, and also the Jordan.’ So all the men of 

Ephraim were called out, and they seized the waters as far as Beth-barah, and also the Jordan. 25They captured 

the two captains of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb; they killed Oreb at the rock of Oreb, and Zeeb they killed at the 

wine press of Zeeb, as they pursued the Midianites. They brought the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon beyond 

the Jordan.  

1Then the Ephraimites said to him, ‘What have you done to us, not to call us when you went to fight against the 

Midianites?’ And they upbraided him violently. 2So he said to them, ‘What have I done now in comparison with 

you? Is not the gleaning of the grapes of Ephraim better than the vintage of Abiezer? 3God has given into your 

hands the captains of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb; what have I been able to do in comparison with you?’ When he 

said this, their anger against him subsided.  

4Then Gideon came to the Jordan and crossed over, he and the three hundred who were with him, exhausted and 

famished. 5So he said to the people of Succoth, ‘Please give some loaves of bread to my followers, for they are 

exhausted, and I am pursuing Zebah and Zalmunna, the kings of Midian.’ 6But the officials of Succoth said, ‘Do 

you already have in your possession the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna, that we should give bread to your 

army?’ 7Gideon replied, ‘Well then, when the Lord has given Zebah and Zalmunna into my hand, I will trample 

your flesh on the thorns of the wilderness and on briers.’ 8From there he went up to Penuel, and made the same 

request of them; and the people of Penuel answered him as the people of Succoth had answered. 9So he said to 

the people of Penuel, ‘When I come back victorious, I will break down this tower.’  

10Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in Karkor with their army, about fifteen thousand men, all who were left of 

all the army of the people of the east; for one hundred and twenty thousand men bearing arms had fallen. 11So 

Gideon went up by the caravan route east of Nobah and Jogbehah, and attacked the army; for the army was off 

its guard. 12Zebah and Zalmunna fled; and he pursued them and took the two kings of Midian, Zebah and 

Zalmunna, and threw all the army into a panic.  

Acts 3:12-26 

12When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, ‘You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at 

us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? 13The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 

the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected 

in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 14But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One 

and asked to have a murderer given to you, 15and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. 

To this we are witnesses. 16And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see 

and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you.  

17‘And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18In this way God fulfilled what 

he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to God so 

that your sins may be wiped out, 20so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that 

he may send the Messiah appointed for you, that is, Jesus, 21who must remain in heaven until the time of 

universal restoration that God announced long ago through his holy prophets. 22Moses said, “The Lord your 

God will raise up for you from your own people a prophet like me. You must listen to whatever he tells you. 
23And it will be that everyone who does not listen to that prophet will be utterly rooted out from the people.” 
24And all the prophets, as many as have spoken, from Samuel and those after him, also predicted these days. 
25You are the descendants of the prophets and of the covenant that God gave to your ancestors, saying to 

Abraham, “And in your descendants all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 26When God raised up his 

servant, he sent him first to you, to bless you by turning each of you from your wicked ways.’ 



 

 

John 1:29-42 

29The next day he saw Jesus coming towards him and declared, ‘Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the 

sin of the world! 30This is he of whom I said, “After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was 

before me.” 31I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be 

revealed to Israel.’ 32And John testified, ‘I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained 

on him. 33I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, “He on whom 

you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” 34And I myself have seen 

and have testified that this is the Son of God.’  

35The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36and as he watched Jesus walk by, he 

exclaimed, ‘Look, here is the Lamb of God!’ 37The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 
38When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, ‘What are you looking for?’ They said to him, 

‘Rabbi’ (which translated means Teacher), ‘where are you staying?’ 39He said to them, ‘Come and see.’ They 

came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the 

afternoon. 40One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41He 

first found his brother Simon and said to him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ (which is translated Anointed). 
42He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, ‘You are Simon son of John. You are to be called 

Cephas’ (which is translated Peter). 

Thursday, August 6 (The Transfiguration of Our Lord Jesus Christ) 

Psalm 72  

1Give the King your justice, O God, * 

and your righteousness to the King's son; 
 

2That he may rule your people righteously * 

and the poor with justice. 
 

3That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, * 

and the little hills bring righteousness. 
 

4He shall defend the needy among the people; * 

he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 
 

5He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, * 

from one generation to another. 
 

6He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, * 

like showers that water the earth. 
 

7In his time shall the righteous flourish; * 

there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall 

be no more. 
 

8He shall rule from sea to sea, * 

and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
 



9His foes shall bow down before him, * 

and his enemies lick the dust. 
 

10The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, * 

and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts. 
 

11All kings shall bow down before him, * 

and all the nations do him service. 
 

12For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, * 

and the oppressed who has no helper. 
 

13He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; * 

he shall preserve the lives of the needy. 
 

14He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, * 

and dear shall their blood be in his sight. 
 

15Long may he live! 

and may there be given to him gold from Arabia; * 

may prayer be made for him always, 

and may they bless him all the day long. 
 

16May there be abundance of grain on the earth, 

growing thick even on the hilltops; * 

may its fruit flourish like Lebanon, 

and its grain like grass upon the earth. 
 

17May his Name remain for ever 

and be established as long as the sun endures; * 

may all the nations bless themselves in him and 

call him blessed. 
 

18Blessed be the Lord GOD, the God of Israel, * 

who alone does wondrous deeds! 
 

19And blessed be his glorious Name for ever! * 

and may all the earth be filled with his glory. 

Amen. Amen.  

Exodus 24:12-18 

12The Lord said to Moses, ‘Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; and I will give you the tablets of 

stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their instruction.’ 13So Moses set out with 

his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain of God. 14To the elders he had said, ‘Wait here for 

us, until we come to you again; for Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.’  

15Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16The glory of the Lord settled on 

Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the cloud. 
17Now the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight 

of the people of Israel. 18Moses entered the cloud, and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for 

forty days and forty nights.  



2 Corinthians 4:1-4 

1Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart. 2We have 

renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning or to falsify God’s word; but by the 

open statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight of God. 3And even 

if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4In their case the god of this world has blinded the 

minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the 

image of God. 

Friday, August 7 

Psalm 91  

1He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High, * 

abides under the shadow of the Almighty. 
 

2He shall say to the Lord, 

"You are my refuge and my stronghold, * 

my God in whom I put my trust." 
 

3He shall deliver you from the snare of the hunter * 

and from the deadly pestilence. 
 

4He shall cover you with his pinions, 

and you shall find refuge under his wings; * 

his faithfulness shall be a shield and buckler. 
 

5You shall not be afraid of any terror by night, * 

nor of the arrow that flies by day; 
 

6Of the plague that stalks in the darkness, * 

nor of the sickness that lays waste at mid-day. 
 

7A thousand shall fall at your side 

and ten thousand at your right hand, * 

but it shall not come near you. 
 

8Your eyes have only to behold * 

to see the reward of the wicked. 
 

9Because you have made the Lord your refuge, * 

and the Most High your habitation, 
 

10There shall no evil happen to you, * 

neither shall any plague come near your dwelling. 
 

11For he shall give his angels charge over you, * 

to keep you in all your ways. 
 

12They shall bear you in their hands, * 

lest you dash your foot against a stone. 



13You shall tread upon the lion and the adder; * 

you shall trample the young lion and the serpent 

under your feet. 
 

14Because he is bound to me in love, 

therefore will I deliver him; * 

I will protect him, because he knows my Name. 
 

15He shall call upon me, and I will answer him; * 

I am with him in trouble; 

I will rescue him and bring him to honor. 
 

16With long life will I satisfy him, * 

and show him my salvation.  

Psalm 92  

1It is a good thing to give thanks to the Lord, * 

and to sing praises to your Name, O Most High; 
 

2To tell of your loving-kindness early in the morning * 

and of your faithfulness in the night season; 
 

3On the psaltery, and on the lyre, * 

and to the melody of the harp. 
 

4For you have made me glad by your acts, O Lord; * 

and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands. 
 

5Lord, how great are your works! * 

your thoughts are very deep. 
 

6The dullard does not know, 

nor does the fool understand, * 

that though the wicked grow like weeds, 

and all the workers of iniquity flourish, 
 

7They flourish only to be destroyed for ever; * 

but you, O Lord, are exalted for evermore. 
 

8For lo, your enemies, O Lord, 

lo, your enemies shall perish, * 

and all the workers of iniquity shall be scattered. 
 

9But my horn you have exalted like the horns of wild bulls; * 

I am anointed with fresh oil. 
 

10My eyes also gloat over my enemies, * 

and my ears rejoice to hear the doom of the wicked who 

rise up against me. 
 

 



11The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, * 

and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon. 
 

12Those who are planted in the house of the Lord * 

shall flourish in the courts of our God; 
 

13They shall still bear fruit in old age; * 

they shall be green and succulent; 
 

14That they may show how upright the Lord is, * 

my Rock, in whom there is no fault.  

Judges 9:1-16, 9:19-21 

1Now Abimelech son of Jerubbaal went to Shechem to his mother’s kinsfolk and said to them and to the whole 

clan of his mother’s family, 2‘Say in the hearing of all the lords of Shechem, “Which is better for you, that all 

seventy of the sons of Jerubbaal rule over you, or that one rule over you?” Remember also that I am your bone 

and your flesh.’ 3So his mother’s kinsfolk spoke all these words on his behalf in the hearing of all the lords of 

Shechem; and their hearts inclined to follow Abimelech, for they said, ‘He is our brother.’ 4They gave him 

seventy pieces of silver out of the temple of Baal-berith with which Abimelech hired worthless and reckless 

fellows, who followed him. 5He went to his father’s house at Ophrah, and killed his brothers the sons of 

Jerubbaal, seventy men, on one stone; but Jotham, the youngest son of Jerubbaal, survived, for he hid himself. 
6Then all the lords of Shechem and all Beth-millo came together, and they went and made Abimelech king, by 

the oak of the pillar at Shechem.  

7When it was told to Jotham, he went and stood on the top of Mount Gerizim, and cried aloud and said to them, 

‘Listen to me, you lords of Shechem, so that God may listen to you.  
8The trees once went out 

to anoint a king over themselves. 

So they said to the olive tree, 

“Reign over us.”  
9The olive tree answered them, 

“Shall I stop producing my rich oil 

by which gods and mortals are honored, 

and go to sway over the trees?”  
10Then the trees said to the fig tree, 

“You come and reign over us.”  
11But the fig tree answered them, 

“Shall I stop producing my sweetness 

and my delicious fruit, 

and go to sway over the trees?”  
12Then the trees said to the vine, 

“You come and reign over us.”  
13But the vine said to them, 

“Shall I stop producing my wine 

that cheers gods and mortals, 

and go to sway over the trees?”  
14So all the trees said to the bramble, 

“You come and reign over us.”  
15And the bramble said to the trees, 

“If in good faith you are anointing me king over you, 

then come and take refuge in my shade; 



but if not, let fire come out of the bramble 

and devour the cedars of Lebanon.”  

16‘Now therefore, if you acted in good faith and honor when you made Abimelech king, and if you have dealt 

well with Jerubbaal and his house, and have done to him as his actions deserved 19if, I say, you have acted in 

good faith and honor towards Jerubbaal and towards his house this day, then rejoice in Abimelech, and let him 

also rejoice in you; 20but if not, let fire come out from Abimelech, and devour the lords of Shechem, and Beth-

millo; and let fire come out from the lords of Shechem, and from Beth-millo, and devour Abimelech.’ 21Then 

Jotham ran away and fled, going to Beer, where he remained for fear of his brother Abimelech. 

Acts 4:13-31 

13Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John and realized that they were uneducated and ordinary men, 

they were amazed and recognized them as companions of Jesus. 14When they saw the man who had been cured 

standing beside them, they had nothing to say in opposition. 15So they ordered them to leave the council while 

they discussed the matter with one another. 16They said, ‘What will we do with them? For it is obvious to all 

who live in Jerusalem that a notable sign has been done through them; we cannot deny it. 17But to keep it from 

spreading further among the people, let us warn them to speak no more to anyone in this name.’ 18So they called 

them and ordered them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19But Peter and John answered them, 

‘Whether it is right in God’s sight to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge; 20for we cannot keep 

from speaking about what we have seen and heard.’ 21After threatening them again, they let them go, finding no 

way to punish them because of the people, for all of them praised God for what had happened. 22For the man on 

whom this sign of healing had been performed was more than forty years old.  

23After they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the chief priests and the elders had said 

to them. 24When they heard it, they raised their voices together to God and said, ‘Sovereign Lord, who made the 

heaven and the earth, the sea, and everything in them, 25it is you who said by the Holy Spirit through our 

ancestor David, your servant: 

“Why did the Gentiles rage, 

and the peoples imagine vain things?  
26The kings of the earth took their stand, 

and the rulers have gathered together 

against the Lord and against his Messiah.”  
27For in this city, in fact, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, gathered 

together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, 28to do whatever your hand and your plan had 

predestined to take place. 29And now, Lord, look at their threats, and grant to your servants to speak your word 

with all boldness, 30while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed through the 

name of your holy servant Jesus.’ 31When they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was 

shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God with boldness.  

John 2:2-12 

2Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said 

to him, ‘They have no wine.’ 4And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour 

has not yet come.’ 5His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’ 6Now standing there were six 

stone water-jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7Jesus said to them, 

‘Fill the jars with water.’ And they filled them up to the brim. 8He said to them, ‘Now draw some out, and take 

it to the chief steward.’ So they took it. 9When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not 

know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the 

bridegroom 10and said to him, ‘Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests 

have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.’ 11Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana 

of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.  



12After this he went down to Capernaum with his mother, his brothers, and his disciples; and they remained 

there for a few days.  

 


