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EVENING PRAYER 

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 

March 27 – March 30 

6:30 p.m. 

  

Monday, March 27 
 

Psalm 35  
 

1 Fight those who fight me, O Lord; * 

attack those who are attacking me. 

 

2 Take up shield and armor * 

and rise up to help me. 

 

3 Draw the sword and bar the way against those 

who pursue me; * 

say to my soul, "I am your salvation." 

 

4 Let those who seek after my life be shamed and 

humbled; * 

let those who plot my ruin fall back and be 

dismayed. 

 

5 Let them be like chaff before the wind, * 

and let the angel of the Lord drive them away. 

6 Let their way be dark and slippery, * 

and let the angel of the Lord pursue them. 

 

7 For they have secretly spread a net for me without 

a cause; * 

without a cause they have dug a pit to take me alive. 

 

8 Let ruin come upon them unawares; * 

let them be caught in the net they hid; 

let them fall into the pit they dug. 

 

9 Then I will be joyful in the Lord; * 

I will glory in his victory. 

 

10 My very bones will say, "Lord, who is like 

you?* 

You deliver the poor from those who are too strong 

for them, 

the poor and needy from those who rob them." 

 

11 Malicious witnesses rise up against me; * 

they charge me with matters I know nothing about. 

 

12 They pay me evil in exchange for good; * 

my soul is full of despair. 

 

13 But when they were sick I dressed in sack-cloth* 

and humbled myself by fasting; 

 

14 I prayed with my whole heart, 

as one would for a friend or a brother; * 

I behaved like one who mourns for his mother, 

bowed down and grieving. 

 

15 But when I stumbled, they were glad and 

gathered together; they gathered against me; * 

strangers whom I did not know tore me to pieces 

and would not stop. 

 

16 They put me to the test and mocked me; * 

they gnashed at me with their teeth. 

17 O Lord, how long will you look on? * 

rescue me from the roaring beasts, 

and my life from the young lions. 

 

18 I will give you thanks in the great congregation;* 

I will praise you in the mighty throng. 

 

19 Do not let my treacherous foes rejoice over me,* 

nor let those who hate me without a cause 

wink at each other. 

 

20 For they do not plan for peace, * 

but invent deceitful schemes against the 

quiet in the land. 

 

21 They opened their mouths at me and said, * 

"Aha! we saw it with our own eyes." 

 

22 You saw it, O Lord; do not be silent; * 

O Lord, be not far from me. 

 

23 Awake, arise, to my cause! * 

to my defense, my God and my Lord! 

 

24 Give me justice, O Lord my God, 

according to your righteousness; * 

do not let them triumph over me. 
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25 Do not let them say in their hearts, 

"Aha! just what we want!" * 

Do not let them say, "We have swallowed him up." 

 

26 Let all who rejoice at my ruin be ashamed and 

disgraced; * 

let those who boast against me be clothed with 

dismay and shame. 

 

27 Let those who favor my cause sing out with joy 

and be glad; * 

let them say always, "Great is the Lord, 

who desires the prosperity of his servant." 

28 And my tongue shall be talking of your 

righteousness * 

and of your praise all the day long. 

Jeremiah 24:1-10 

The Lord showed me two baskets of figs placed 

before the temple of the Lord. This was after King 

Nebuchadrezzar of Babylon had taken into exile 

from Jerusalem King Jeconiah son of Jehoiakim of 

Judah, together with the officials of Judah, the 

artisans, and the smiths, and had brought them to 

Babylon. One basket had very good figs, like first-

ripe figs, but the other basket had very bad figs, so 

bad that they could not be eaten. And the Lord said 

to me, ‘What do you see, Jeremiah?’ I said, ‘Figs, 

the good figs very good, and the bad figs very bad, 

so bad that they cannot be eaten.’  

Then the word of the Lord came to me: Thus says 

the Lord, the God of Israel: Like these good figs, so 

I will regard as good the exiles from Judah, whom I 

have sent away from this place to the land of the 

Chaldeans. I will set my eyes upon them for good, 

and I will bring them back to this land. I will build 

them up, and not tear them down; I will plant them, 

and not pluck them up. I will give them a heart to 

know that I am the Lord; and they shall be my 

people and I will be their God, for they shall return 

to me with their whole heart.  

But thus says the Lord: Like the bad figs that are so 

bad they cannot be eaten, so will I treat King 

Zedekiah of Judah, his officials, the remnant of 

Jerusalem who remain in this land, and those who 

live in the land of Egypt. I will make them a horror, 

an evil thing, to all the kingdoms of the earth—a 

disgrace, a byword, a taunt, and a curse in all the 

places where I shall drive them. And I will send 

sword, famine, and pestilence upon them, until they 

are utterly destroyed from the land that I gave to 

them and their ancestors.  

Romans 9:19-33 

You will say to me then, ‘Why then does he still 

find fault? For who can resist his will?’ But who 

indeed are you, a human being, to argue with God? 

Will what is moulded say to the one who moulds it, 

‘Why have you made me like this?’ Has the potter 

no right over the clay, to make out of the same lump 

one object for special use and another for ordinary 

use? What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to 

make known his power, has endured with much 

patience the objects of wrath that are made for 

destruction; and what if he has done so in order to 

make known the riches of his glory for the objects 

of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for 

glory— including us whom he has called, not from 

the Jews only but also from the Gentiles? As indeed 

he says in Hosea, 

‘Those who were not my people I will call “my 

people”, 

   and her who was not beloved I will call 

“beloved”. ’  

‘And in the very place where it was said to them, 

“You are not my people”, 

   there they shall be called children of the living 

God.’  

And Isaiah cries out concerning Israel, ‘Though the 

number of the children of Israel were like the sand 

of the sea, only a remnant of them will be saved; for 

the Lord will execute his sentence on the earth 

quickly and decisively.’ And as Isaiah predicted, 

‘If the Lord of hosts had not left survivors to us, 

   we would have fared like Sodom 

   and been made like Gomorrah.’  

What then are we to say? Gentiles, who did not 

strive for righteousness, have attained it, that is, 

righteousness through faith; but Israel, who did 

strive for the righteousness that is based on the law, 

did not succeed in fulfilling that law. Why not? 
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Because they did not strive for it on the basis of 

faith, but as if it were based on works. They have 

stumbled over the stumbling-stone, as it is written, 

‘See, I am laying in Zion a stone that will make 

people stumble, a rock that will make them fall, 

   and whoever believes in him will not be put to 

shame.’  

John 9:1-17 

As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 

His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this 

man or his parents, that he was born blind?’ Jesus 

answered, ‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned; 

he was born blind so that God’s works might be 

revealed in him. We must work the works of him 

who sent me while it is day; night is coming when 

no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am 

the light of the world.’ When he had said this, he 

spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva 

and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to 

him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which 

means Sent). Then he went and washed and came 

back able to see. The neighbours and those who had 

seen him before as a beggar began to ask, ‘Is this 

not the man who used to sit and beg?’ Some were 

saying, ‘It is he.’ Others were saying, ‘No, but it is 

someone like him.’ He kept saying, ‘I am the man.’ 

But they kept asking him, ‘Then how were your 

eyes opened?’ He answered, ‘The man called Jesus 

made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, 

“Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed 

and received my sight.’ They said to him, ‘Where is 

he?’ He said, ‘I do not know.’  

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had 

formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day 

when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 

Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he 

had received his sight. He said to them, ‘He put 

mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.’ 

Some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man is not from 

God, for he does not observe the sabbath.’ But 

others said, ‘How can a man who is a sinner 

perform such signs?’ And they were divided. So 

they said again to the blind man, ‘What do you say 

about him? It was your eyes he opened.’ He said, 

‘He is a prophet.’  

Tuesday, March 28 
 
Psalm 124  
 

1 If the Lord had not been on our side, * 

let Israel now say; 

 

2 If the Lord had not been on our side, * 

when enemies rose up against us; 

 

3 Then would they have swallowed us up alive * 

in their fierce anger toward us; 

 

4 Then would the waters have overwhelmed us * 

and the torrent gone over us; 

 

5 Then would the raging waters * 

have gone right over us. 

 

6 Blessed be the Lord! * 

he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth. 

 

7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the 

fowler; * 

the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 

 

8 Our help is in the Name of the Lord, * 

the maker of heaven and earth. 

 
 

Psalm 125  
 

1 Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion,* 

which cannot be moved, but stands fast for ever. 

 

2 The hills stand about Jerusalem; * 

so does the Lord stand round about his people, 

from this time forth for evermore. 

 

3 The scepter of the wicked shall not hold sway 

over the land allotted to the just, * 

so that the just shall not put their hands to evil. 

 

4 Show your goodness, O Lord, to those who are 

good * 

and to those who are true of heart. 

 

5 As for those who turn aside to crooked ways, 

the Lord will lead them away with the evildoers; * 

but peace be upon Israel. 
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Psalm 126  
 

1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, * 

then were we like those who dream. 

 

2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 

and our tongue with shouts of joy. 

 

3 Then they said among the nations, * 

"The Lord has done great things for them." 

 

4 The Lord has done great things for us, * 

and we are glad indeed. 

 

5 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, * 

like the watercourses of the Negev. 

 

6 Those who sowed with tears * 

will reap with songs of joy. 

 

7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 

will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 

 

 

Psalm 127  
 

1 Unless the Lord builds the house, * 

their labor is in vain who build it.  

2 Unless the Lord watches over the city, * 

in vain the watchman keeps his vigil. 

 

3 It is in vain that you rise so early and go to bed so 

late; * 

vain, too, to eat the bread of toil, 

for he gives to his beloved sleep. 

 

4 Children are a heritage from the Lord, * 

and the fruit of the womb is a gift. 

 

5 Like arrows in the hand of a warrior * 

are the children of one's youth. 

 

6 Happy is the man who has his quiver full of 

them!* 

he shall not be put to shame 

when he contends with his enemies in the gate. 

 
 
 

Jeremiah 25:8-17 

Therefore thus says the Lord of hosts: Because you 

have not obeyed my words, I am going to send for 

all the tribes of the north, says the Lord, even for 

King Nebuchadrezzar of Babylon, my servant, and I 

will bring them against this land and its inhabitants, 

and against all these nations around; I will utterly 

destroy them, and make them an object of horror 

and of hissing, and an everlasting disgrace. And I 

will banish from them the sound of mirth and the 

sound of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and 

the voice of the bride, the sound of the millstones 

and the light of the lamp. This whole land shall 

become a ruin and a waste, and these nations shall 

serve the king of Babylon for seventy years. Then 

after seventy years are completed, I will punish the 

king of Babylon and that nation, the land of the 

Chaldeans, for their iniquity, says the Lord, making 

the land an everlasting waste. I will bring upon that 

land all the words that I have uttered against it, 

everything written in this book, which Jeremiah 

prophesied against all the nations. For many nations 

and great kings shall make slaves of them also; and 

I will repay them according to their deeds and the 

work of their hands.  

For thus the Lord, the God of Israel, said to me: 

Take from my hand this cup of the wine of wrath, 

and make all the nations to whom I send you drink 

it. They shall drink and stagger and go out of their 

minds because of the sword that I am sending 

among them.  

So I took the cup from the Lord’s hand, and made 

all the nations to whom the Lord sent me drink it:  

Romans 10:1-13 

Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and prayer to 

God for them is that they may be saved. I can testify 

that they have a zeal for God, but it is not 

enlightened. For, being ignorant of the 

righteousness that comes from God, and seeking to 

establish their own, they have not submitted to 

God’s righteousness. For Christ is the end of the 

law so that there may be righteousness for everyone 

who believes.  
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Moses writes concerning the righteousness that 

comes from the law, that ‘the person who does these 

things will live by them.’ But the righteousness that 

comes from faith says, ‘Do not say in your heart, 

“Who will ascend into heaven?” ’ (that is, to bring 

Christ down) ‘or “Who will descend into the 

abyss?” ‘ (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 

But what does it say? 

‘The word is near you, 

   on your lips and in your heart’ 

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because 

if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and 

believe in your heart that God raised him from the 

dead, you will be saved. For one believes with the 

heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the 

mouth and so is saved. The scripture says, ‘No one 

who believes in him will be put to shame.’ For there 

is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same 

Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call 

on him. For, ‘Everyone who calls on the name of 

the Lord shall be saved.’  

John 9:18-41 

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and 

had received his sight until they called the parents 

of the man who had received his sight and asked 

them, ‘Is this your son, who you say was born 

blind? How then does he now see?’ His parents 

answered, ‘We know that this is our son, and that he 

was born blind; but we do not know how it is that 

now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. 

Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.’ 

His parents said this because they were afraid of the 

Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone 

who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be 

put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, 

‘He is of age; ask him.’  

So for the second time they called the man who had 

been blind, and they said to him, ‘Give glory to 

God! We know that this man is a sinner.’ He 

answered, ‘I do not know whether he is a sinner. 

One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I 

see.’ They said to him, ‘What did he do to you? 

How did he open your eyes?’ He answered them, ‘I 

have told you already, and you would not listen. 

Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also 

want to become his disciples?’ Then they reviled 

him, saying, ‘You are his disciple, but we are 

disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken 

to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know 

where he comes from.’ The man answered, ‘Here is 

an astonishing thing! You do not know where he 

comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know 

that God does not listen to sinners, but he does 

listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 

Never since the world began has it been heard that 

anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If 

this man were not from God, he could do nothing.’ 

They answered him, ‘You were born entirely in 

sins, and are you trying to teach us?’ And they 

drove him out.  

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when 

he found him, he said, ‘Do you believe in the Son of 

Man?’ He answered, ‘And who is he, sir? Tell me, 

so that I may believe in him.’ Jesus said to him, 

‘You have seen him, and the one speaking with you 

is he.’ He said, ‘Lord, I believe.’ And he 

worshipped him. Jesus said, ‘I came into this world 

for judgement so that those who do not see may see, 

and those who do see may become blind.’ Some of 

the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, 

‘Surely we are not blind, are we?’ Jesus said to 

them, ‘If you were blind, you would not have sin. 

But now that you say, “We see”, your sin remains.  

 

Wednesday, March 29 
 
Psalm 128  
 

1 Happy are they all who fear the Lord, * 

and who follow in his ways! 

 

2 You shall eat the fruit of your labor; * 

happiness and prosperity shall be yours. 

 

3 Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine within your 

house, * 

your children like olive shoots round about your 

table. 

 

4 The man who fears the Lord * 

shall thus indeed be blessed. 

 



6 
 

5 The Lord bless you from Zion, * 

and may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem all the 

days of your life. 

 

6 May you live to see your children's children; * 

may peace be upon Israel. 

 

 

Psalm 129 

 

1 "Greatly have they oppressed me since my 

youth," * 

let Israel now say; 

 

2 "Greatly have they oppressed me since my 

youth,* 

but they have not prevailed against me." 

 

3 The plowmen plowed upon my back * 

and made their furrows long. 

 

4 The Lord, the Righteous One, * 

has cut the cords of the wicked. 

 

5 Let them be put to shame and thrown back, * 

all those who are enemies of Zion. 

 

6 Let them be like grass upon the housetops, * 

which withers before it can be plucked; 

 

7 Which does not fill the hand of the reaper, * 

nor the bosom of him who binds the sheaves; 

 

8 So that those who go by say not so much as, 

"The Lord prosper you. * 

We wish you well in the Name of the Lord." 

 

 

Psalm 130 

 

1 Out of the depths have I called to you, O Lord; 

Lord, hear my voice; * 

let your ears consider well the voice of my 

supplication. 

 

2 If you, Lord, were to note what is done amiss, * 

O Lord, who could stand? 

 

3 For there is forgiveness with you; * 

therefore you shall be feared.  

4 I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; * 

in his word is my hope. 

 

5 My soul waits for the Lord, 

more than watchmen for the morning, * 

more than watchmen for the morning. 

 

6 O Israel, wait for the Lord, * 

for with the Lord there is mercy; 

 

7 With him there is plenteous redemption, * 

and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins 

Jeremiah 25:30-38 

You, therefore, shall prophesy against them all 

these words, and say to them: 

The Lord will roar from on high, 

   and from his holy habitation utter his voice; 

he will roar mightily against his fold, 

   and shout, like those who tread grapes, 

   against all the inhabitants of the earth.  

The clamour will resound to the ends of the earth, 

   for the Lord has an indictment against the nations; 

he is entering into judgement with all flesh, 

   and the guilty he will put to the sword,  

says the Lord.  

Thus says the Lord of hosts: 

See, disaster is spreading 

   from nation to nation, 

and a great tempest is stirring 

   from the farthest parts of the earth!  

Those slain by the Lord on that day shall extend 

from one end of the earth to the other. They shall 

not be lamented, or gathered, or buried; they shall 

become dung on the surface of the ground.  

Wail, you shepherds, and cry out; 

   roll in ashes, you lords of the flock, 

for the days of your slaughter have come—and your 

dispersions, 

   and you shall fall like a choice vessel.  

Flight shall fail the shepherds, 

   and there shall be no escape for the lords of the 

flock.  

Hark! the cry of the shepherds, 

   and the wail of the lords of the flock! 
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For the Lord is despoiling their pasture,  

   and the peaceful folds are devastated, 

   because of the fierce anger of the Lord.  

Like a lion he has left his covert; 

   for their land has become a waste 

because of the cruel sword, 

   and because of his fierce anger.  

Romans 10:14-21 

But how are they to call on one in whom they have 

not believed? And how are they to believe in one of 

whom they have never heard? And how are they to 

hear without someone to proclaim him? And how 

are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it 

is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who 

bring good news!’ But not all have obeyed the good 

news; for Isaiah says, ‘Lord, who has believed our 

message?’ So faith comes from what is heard, and 

what is heard comes through the word of Christ.  

But I ask, have they not heard? Indeed they have; 

for 

‘Their voice has gone out to all the earth, 

   and their words to the ends of the world.’  

Again I ask, did Israel not understand? First Moses 

says, 

‘I will make you jealous of those who are not a 

nation; 

   with a foolish nation I will make you angry.’  

Then Isaiah is so bold as to say, 

‘I have been found by those who did not seek me; 

   I have shown myself to those who did not ask for 

me.’  

But of Israel he says, ‘All day long I have held out 

my hands to a disobedient and contrary people.’  

 

John 10:1-18 

‘Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter 

the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another 

way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by 

the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The 

gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep 

hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and 

leads them out. When he has brought out all his 

own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow 

him because they know his voice. They will not 

follow a stranger, but they will run from him 

because they do not know the voice of strangers.’ 

Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they 

did not understand what he was saying to them.  

So again Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, I 

am the gate for the sheep. All who came before me 

are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen 

to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will 

be saved, and will come in and go out and find 

pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and 

destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it 

abundantly.  

‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays 

down his life for the sheep. The hired hand, who is 

not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees 

the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs 

away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters 

them. The hired hand runs away because a hired 

hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good 

shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 

just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. 

And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other 

sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring 

them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there 

will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the 

Father loves me, because I lay down my life in 

order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, 

but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to 

lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I 

have received this command from my Father.’  
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Thursday, March 30 
 

Psalm 140  
 

1 Deliver me, O Lord, from evildoers; * 

protect me from the violent, 

 

2 Who devise evil in their hearts * 

and stir up strife all day long. 

 

3 They have sharpened their tongues like a 

serpent;* 

adder's poison is under their lips. 

 

4 Keep me, O Lord, from the hands of the wicked; * 

protect me from the violent, 

who are determined to trip me up. 

 

5 The proud have hidden a snare for me 

and stretched out a net of cords; * 

they have set traps for me along the path. 

 

6 I have said to the Lord, "You are my God; * 

listen, O Lord, to my supplication. 

 

7 O Lord God, the strength of my salvation, * 

you have covered my head in the day of battle. 

 

8 Do not grant the desires of the wicked, O Lord, * 

nor let their evil plans prosper. 

 

9 Let not those who surround me lift up their 

heads;* 

let the evil of their lips overwhelm them. 

 

10 Let hot burning coals fall upon them; * 

let them be cast into the mire, never to rise up 

again." 

 

11 A slanderer shall not be established on the 

earth,* 

and evil shall hunt down the lawless. 

 

12 I know that the Lord will maintain the cause of 

the poor * 

and render justice to the needy. 

13 Surely, the righteous will give thanks to your 

Name, * 

and the upright shall continue in your sight. 

  

Psalm 142  
 

1 I cry to the Lord with my voice; * 

to the Lord I make loud supplication. 

 

2 I pour out my complaint before him * 

and tell him all my trouble. 

 

3 When my spirit languishes within me, you know 

my path; * 

in the way wherein I walk they have hidden a trap 

for me. 

 

4 I look to my right hand and find no one who 

knows me; * 

I have no place to flee to, and no one cares for me. 

 

5 I cry out to you, O Lord; * 

I say, "You are my refuge, 

my portion in the land of the living." 

 

6 Listen to my cry for help, for I have been brought 

very low; * 

save me from those who pursue me, 

for they are too strong for me. 

 

7 Bring me out of prison, that I may give thanks to 

your Name; * 

when you have dealt bountifully with me, 

the righteous will gather around me. 

 

Jeremiah 26:1-16 

At the beginning of the reign of King Jehoiakim son 

of Josiah of Judah, this word came from the Lord: 

Thus says the Lord: Stand in the court of the Lord’s 

house, and speak to all the cities of Judah that come 

to worship in the house of the Lord; speak to them 

all the words that I command you; do not hold back 

a word. It may be that they will listen, all of them, 

and will turn from their evil way, that I may change 

my mind about the disaster that I intend to bring on 
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them because of their evil doings. You shall say to 

them: Thus says the Lord: If you will not listen to 

me, to walk in my law that I have set before you, 

and to heed the words of my servants the prophets 

whom I send to you urgently—though you have not 

heeded— then I will make this house like Shiloh, 

and I will make this city a curse for all the nations 

of the earth.  

The priests and the prophets and all the people 

heard Jeremiah speaking these words in the house 

of the Lord. And when Jeremiah had finished 

speaking all that the Lord had commanded him to 

speak to all the people, then the priests and the 

prophets and all the people laid hold of him, saying, 

‘You shall die! Why have you prophesied in the 

name of the Lord, saying, “This house shall be like 

Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate, without 

inhabitant”?’ And all the people gathered around 

Jeremiah in the house of the Lord.  

When the officials of Judah heard these things, they 

came up from the king’s house to the house of the 

Lord and took their seat in the entry of the New 

Gate of the house of the Lord. Then the priests and 

the prophets said to the officials and to all the 

people, ‘This man deserves the sentence of death 

because he has prophesied against this city, as you 

have heard with your own ears.’  

Then Jeremiah spoke to all the officials and all the 

people, saying, ‘It is the Lord who sent me to 

prophesy against this house and this city all the 

words you have heard. Now therefore amend your 

ways and your doings, and obey the voice of the 

Lord your God, and the Lord will change his mind 

about the disaster that he has pronounced against 

you. But as for me, here I am in your hands. Do 

with me as seems good and right to you. Only know 

for certain that if you put me to death, you will be 

bringing innocent blood upon yourselves and upon 

this city and its inhabitants, for in truth the Lord 

sent me to you to speak all these words in your 

ears.’  

Then the officials and all the people said to the 

priests and the prophets, ‘This man does not deserve 

the sentence of death, for he has spoken to us in the 

name of the Lord our God.’  

Romans 11:1-12 

I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no 

means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of 

Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God 

has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. Do 

you not know what the scripture says of Elijah, how 

he pleads with God against Israel? ‘Lord, they have 

killed your prophets, they have demolished your 

altars; I alone am left, and they are seeking my life.’ 

But what is the divine reply to him? ‘I have kept for 

myself seven thousand who have not bowed the 

knee to Baal.’ So too at the present time there is a 

remnant, chosen by grace. But if it is by grace, it is 

no longer on the basis of works, otherwise grace 

would no longer be grace.  

What then? Israel failed to obtain what it was 

seeking. The elect obtained it, but the rest were 

hardened, as it is written, 

‘God gave them a sluggish spirit, 

   eyes that would not see 

   and ears that would not hear, 

down to this very day.’  

And David says, 

‘Let their table become a snare and a trap, 

   a stumbling-block and a retribution for them;  

let their eyes be darkened so that they cannot see, 

   and keep their backs for ever bent.’  

So I ask, have they stumbled so as to fall? By no 

means! But through their stumbling salvation has 

come to the Gentiles, so as to make Israel jealous. 

Now if their stumbling means riches for the world, 

and if their defeat means riches for Gentiles, how 

much more will their full inclusion mean!  

John 10:19-42 

Again the Jews were divided because of these 

words. Many of them were saying, ‘He has a demon 

and is out of his mind. Why listen to him?’ Others 

were saying, ‘These are not the words of one who 

has a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the 

blind?’  

At that time the festival of the Dedication took 

place in Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus was 

walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 
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So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, 

‘How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are 

the Messiah, tell us plainly.’ Jesus answered, ‘I 

have told you, and you do not believe. The works 

that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; but you 

do not believe, because you do not belong to my 

sheep. My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and 

they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they 

will never perish. No one will snatch them out of 

my hand. What my Father has given me is greater 

than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the 

Father’s hand. The Father and I are one.’  

The Jews took up stones again to stone him. Jesus 

replied, ‘I have shown you many good works from 

the Father. For which of these are you going to 

stone me?’ The Jews answered, ‘It is not for a good 

work that we are going to stone you, but for 

blasphemy, because you, though only a human 

being, are making yourself God.’ Jesus answered, 

‘Is it not written in your law, “I said, you are gods”? 

If those to whom the word of God came were called 

“gods”—and the scripture cannot be annulled— can 

you say that the one whom the Father has sanctified 

and sent into the world is blaspheming because I 

said, “I am God’s Son”? If I am not doing the works 

of my Father, then do not believe me. But if I do 

them, even though you do not believe me, believe 

the works, so that you may know and understand 

that the Father is in me and I am in the Father.’ 

Then they tried to arrest him again, but he escaped 

from their hands.  

He went away again across the Jordan to the place 

where John had been baptizing earlier, and he 

remained there. Many came to him, and they were 

saying, ‘John performed no sign, but everything that 

John said about this man was true.’ And many 

believed in him there.  

 

 

 


