
READINGS FOR EVENING PRAYER 

  

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28TH 
 

Psalm 89: 19-12   

 

19 You spoke once in a vision and said to your faithful people: * 

"I have set the crown upon a warrior 

and have exalted one chosen out of the people. 

 

20 I have found David my servant; * 

with my holy oil have I anointed him. 

 

21 My hand will hold him fast * 

and my arm will make him strong. 

 

22 No enemy shall deceive him, * 

nor any wicked man bring him down. 

 

23 I will crush his foes before him * 

and strike down those who hate him. 

 

24 My faithfulness and love shall be with him, * 

and he shall be victorious through my Name. 

 

25 I shall make his dominion extend * 

from the Great Sea to the River. 

 

26 He will say to me, 'You are my Father, * 

my God, and the rock of my salvation.' 

 

27 I will make him my firstborn * 

and higher than the kings of the earth. 

 

28 I will keep my love for him for ever, * 

and my covenant will stand firm for him. 

 

29 I will establish his line for ever * 

and his throne as the days of heaven." 

30 "If his children forsake my law * 

and do not walk according to my judgments; 

 

31 If they break my statutes * 

and do not keep my commandments; 

 

32 I will punish their transgressions with a rod * 

and their iniquities with the lash; 

 

33 But I will not take my love from him, * 

nor let my faithfulness prove false. 



 

34 I will not break my covenant, * 

nor change what has gone out of my lips. 

 

35 Once for all I have sworn by my holiness: * 

'I will not lie to David. 

 

36 His line shall endure for ever * 

and his throne as the sun before me; 

 

37 It shall stand fast for evermore like the moon, * 

the abiding witness in the sky.'" 

 

38 But you have cast off and rejected your anointed; * 

you have become enraged at him. 

 

39 You have broken your covenant with your servant, * 

defiled his crown, and hurled it to the ground. 

 

40 You have breached all his walls * 

and laid his strongholds in ruins. 

 

41 All who pass by despoil him; * 

he has become the scorn of his neighbors. 

 

42 You have exalted the right hand of his foes * 

and made all his enemies rejoice. 

 

43 You have turned back the edge of his sword * 

and have not sustained him in battle.  

44 You have put an end to his splendor * 

and cast his throne to the ground. 

 

45 You have cut short the days of his youth * 

and have covered him with shame. 

 

46 How long will you hide yourself, O Lord? 

will you hide yourself for ever? * 

how long will your anger burn like fire? 

 

47 Remember, Lord, how short life is, * 

how frail you have made all flesh. 

 

48 Who can live and not see death? * 

who can save himself from the power of the grave? 

 

49 Where, Lord, are your loving-kindnesses of old, * 

which you promised David in your faithfulness? 

 

50 Remember, Lord, how your servant is mocked, * 

how I carry in my bosom the taunts of many peoples, 



 

51 The taunts your enemies have hurled, O Lord, * 

which they hurled at the heels of your anointed. 

 

52 Blessed be the Lord for evermore! * 

Amen, I say, Amen. 

 

Hosea 2:14-23 

 

Therefore, I will now persuade her, 

   and bring her into the wilderness, 

   and speak tenderly to her.  

From there I will give her her vineyards, 

   and make the Valley of Achor a door of hope. 

There she shall respond as in the days of her youth, 

   as at the time when she came out of the land of Egypt.  

On that day, says the Lord, you will call me, ‘My husband’, and no longer will you call me, ‘My Baal’. For I 

will remove the names of the Baals from her mouth, and they shall be mentioned by name no more. I will make 

for you a covenant on that day with the wild animals, the birds of the air, and the creeping things of the ground; 

and I will abolish the bow, the sword, and war from the land; and I will make you lie down in safety. And I will 

take you for my wife for ever; I will take you for my wife in righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love, and 

in mercy. I will take you for my wife in faithfulness; and you shall know the Lord.  

On that day I will answer, says the Lord, 

   I will answer the heavens 

   and they shall answer the earth;  

and the earth shall answer the grain, the wine, and the oil, 

   and they shall answer Jezreel;  

   and I will sow him for myself in the land. 

And I will have pity on Lo-ruhamah, 

   and I will say to Lo-ammi, ‘You are my people’; 

   and he shall say, ‘You are my God.’ 

 

 

Acts 20:17-38 

 

From Miletus he sent a message to Ephesus, asking the elders of the church to meet him. When they came to 

him, he said to them: 

 

‘You yourselves know how I lived among you the entire time from the first day that I set foot in Asia, serving 

the Lord with all humility and with tears, enduring the trials that came to me through the plots of the Jews. I did 

not shrink from doing anything helpful, proclaiming the message to you and teaching you publicly and from 

house to house, as I testified to both Jews and Greeks about repentance towards God and faith towards our Lord 

Jesus. And now, as a captive to the Spirit, I am on my way to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me 

there, except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and persecutions are waiting for 

me. But I do not count my life of any value to myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I 

received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the good news of God’s grace.  

 

‘And now I know that none of you, among whom I have gone about proclaiming the kingdom, will ever see my 

face again. Therefore I declare to you this day that I am not responsible for the blood of any of you, for I did not 

shrink from declaring to you the whole purpose of God. Keep watch over yourselves and over all the flock, of 

which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God that he obtained with the blood of 



his own Son. I know that after I have gone, savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. Some 

even from your own group will come distorting the truth in order to entice the disciples to follow them. 

Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did not cease night or day to warn everyone with tears. 

And now I commend you to God and to the message of his grace, a message that is able to build you up and to 

give you the inheritance among all who are sanctified. I coveted no one’s silver or gold or clothing. You know 

for yourselves that I worked with my own hands to support myself and my companions. In all this I have given 

you an example that by such work we must support the weak, remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, for he 

himself said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” ’  

 

When he had finished speaking, he knelt down with them all and prayed. There was much weeping among them 

all; they embraced Paul and kissed him, grieving especially because of what he had said, that they would not see 

him again. Then they brought him to the ship.  

 

Luke 5:1-11 

Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the 

word of God, he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were 

washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little 

way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. When he had finished speaking, he 

said to Simon, ‘Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.’ Simon answered, ‘Master, we 

have worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.’ When they had 

done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. So they signalled to their partners in 

the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. But when 

Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, ‘Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!’ For 

he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; and so also were James and 

John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not be afraid; from now 

on you will be catching people.’ When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed 

him. 

  

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29TH  

St. Michael and all Angels 

 

Psalm 34 Benedicam Dominum 

 

1 I will bless the Lord at all times; * 

his praise shall ever be in my mouth. 

 

2 I will glory in the Lord; * 

let the humble hear and rejoice. 

 

3 Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord; * 

let us exalt his Name together. 

4 I sought the Lord, and he answered me * 

and delivered me out of all my terror. 

 

 

5 Look upon him and be radiant, * 

and let not your faces be ashamed. 



 

6 I called in my affliction and the Lord heard me * 

and saved me from all my troubles. 

 

7 The angel of the Lord encompasses those who fear him, * 

and he will deliver them. 

 

8 Taste and see that the Lord is good; * 

happy are they who trust in him! 

 

9 Fear the Lord, you that are his saints, * 

for those who fear him lack nothing. 

 

10 The young lions lack and suffer hunger, * 

but those who seek the Lord lack nothing that is good. 

 

11 Come, children, and listen to me; * 

I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 

 

12 Who among you loves life * 

and desires long life to enjoy prosperity? 

 

13 Keep your tongue from evil-speaking * 

and your lips from lying words. 

 

14 Turn from evil and do good; * 

seek peace and pursue it. 

 

15 The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, * 

and his ears are open to their cry. 

 

16 The face of the Lord is against those who do evil, * 

to root out the remembrance of them from the earth. 

17 The righteous cry, and the Lord hears them * 

and delivers them from all their troubles. 

 

18 The Lord is near to the brokenhearted * 

and will save those whose spirits are crushed. 

 

19 Many are the troubles of the righteous, * 

but the Lord will deliver him out of them all. 

 

20 He will keep safe all his bones; * 

not one of them shall be broken. 

 

21 Evil shall slay the wicked, * 

and those who hate the righteous will be punished. 

 

22 The Lord ransoms the life of his servants, * 

and none will be punished who trust in him. 



 

Psalm 150 Laudate Dominum 

 

1 Hallelujah! 

Praise God in his holy temple; * 

praise him in the firmament of his power. 

2 Praise him for his mighty acts; * 

praise him for his excellent greatness. 

 

3 Praise him with the blast of the ram's-horn; * 

Praise him with lyre and harp. 

 

4 Praise him with timbrel and dance; * 

praise him with strings and pipe. 

 

5 Praise him with resounding cymbals; * 

praise him with loud-clanging cymbals. 

 

6 Let everything that has breath * 

praise the Lord. 

Hallelujah! 

 

Daniel 12:1-3 

 ‘At that time Michael, the great prince, the protector of your people, shall arise. There shall be a time of 

anguish, such as has never occurred since nations first came into existence. But at that time your people shall be 

delivered, everyone who is found written in the book. Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall 

awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. Those who are wise shall shine 

like the brightness of the sky, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever.  

2 Kings 6:8-17 

Once when the king of Aram was at war with Israel, he took counsel with his officers. He said, ‘At such and 

such a place shall be my camp.’ But the man of God sent word to the king of Israel, ‘Take care not to pass this 

place, because the Arameans are going down there.’ The king of Israel sent word to the place of which the man 

of God spoke. More than once or twice he warned such a place so that it was on the alert.  

The mind of the king of Aram was greatly perturbed because of this; he called his officers and said to them, 

‘Now tell me who among us sides with the king of Israel?’ Then one of his officers said, ‘No one, my lord king. 

It is Elisha, the prophet in Israel, who tells the king of Israel the words that you speak in your bedchamber.’ He 

said, ‘Go and find where he is; I will send and seize him.’ He was told, ‘He is in Dothan.’ So he sent horses and 

chariots there and a great army; they came by night, and surrounded the city.  

When an attendant of the man of God rose early in the morning and went out, an army with horses and chariots 

was all around the city. His servant said, ‘Alas, master! What shall we do?’ He replied, ‘Do not be afraid, for 

there are more with us than there are with them.’ Then Elisha prayed: ‘O Lord, please open his eyes that he may 

see.’ So the Lord opened the eyes of the servant, and he saw; the mountain was full of horses and chariots of 

fire all around Elisha.  



Revelation 5:1-14 

Then I saw in the right hand of the one seated on the throne a scroll written on the inside and on the back, sealed 

with seven seals; and I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, ‘Who is worthy to open the scroll and 

break its seals?’ And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into 

it. And I began to weep bitterly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. Then one 

of the elders said to me, ‘Do not weep. See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so 

that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.’  

Then I saw between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders a Lamb standing as if it had 

been slaughtered, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the 

earth. He went and took the scroll from the right hand of the one who was seated on the throne. When he had 

taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell before the Lamb, each holding a harp 

and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. They sing a new song: 

‘You are worthy to take the scroll 

   and to open its seals, 

for you were slaughtered and by your blood you ransomed for God 

   saints from every tribe and language and people and nation;  

you have made them to be a kingdom and priests serving our God, 

   and they will reign on earth.’  

Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living creatures and the 

elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, singing with full voice, 

‘Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered 

to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 

and honour and glory and blessing!’  

Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, 

singing, 

‘To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb 

be blessing and honour and glory and might 

for ever and ever!’  

And the four living creatures said, ‘Amen!’ And the elders fell down and worshipped.  

Mark 13:21-27 

And if anyone says to you at that time, “Look! Here is the Messiah!” or “Look! There he is!”—do not believe it. 

False messiahs and false prophets will appear and produce signs and omens, to lead astray, if possible, the elect. 

But be alert; I have already told you everything.  

 ‘But in those days, after that suffering, 

the sun will be darkened, 

   and the moon will not give its light,  

and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

   and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.  

Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great power and glory. Then he will send out the 

angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.  

 

 

 



WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30th  
 

Psalm 88: 10-15 

10 My sight has failed me because of trouble; * 

Lord, I have called upon you daily; 

I have stretched out my hands to you. 

 

11 Do you work wonders for the dead? * 

will those who have died stand up and give you thanks? 

 

12 Will your loving-kindness be declared in the grave? * 

your faithfulness in the land of destruction? 

13 Will your wonders be known in the dark? * 

or your righteousness in the country where all is forgotten? 

 

14 But as for me, O Lord, I cry to you for help; * 

in the morning my prayer comes before you. 

 

15 Lord, why have you rejected me? * 

why have you hidden your face from me? 

 

 

Job 9:1-16 

Then Job answered:  

‘Indeed I know that this is so; 

   but how can a mortal be just before God?  

If one wished to contend with him, 

   one could not answer him once in a thousand.  

He is wise in heart, and mighty in strength 

—who has resisted him, and succeeded?—  

he who removes mountains, and they do not know it, 

   when he overturns them in his anger;  

who shakes the earth out of its place, 

   and its pillars tremble;  

who commands the sun, and it does not rise; 

   who seals up the stars;  

who alone stretched out the heavens 

   and trampled the waves of the Sea;  

who made the Bear and Orion, 

   the Pleiades and the chambers of the south;  

who does great things beyond understanding, 

   and marvellous things without number.  

Look, he passes by me, and I do not see him; 

   he moves on, but I do not perceive him.  

He snatches away; who can stop him? 

   Who will say to him, “What are you doing?”  



 

‘God will not turn back his anger; 

   the helpers of Rahab bowed beneath him.  

How then can I answer him, 

   choosing my words with him?  

Though I am innocent, I cannot answer him; 

   I must appeal for mercy to my accuser.  

If I summoned him and he answered me, 

   I do not believe that he would listen to my voice.  

 

Luke 9:57-62 

As they were going along the road, someone said to him, ‘I will follow you wherever you go.’ And Jesus said to 

him, ‘Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.’ To 

another he said, ‘Follow me.’ But he said, ‘Lord, first let me go and bury my father.’ But Jesus said to him, ‘Let 

the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.’ Another said, ‘I will follow 

you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home.’ Jesus said to him, ‘No one who puts a hand to the 

plough and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.’  

 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1ST 

Psalm 105: 23-45 Et intravit Israel 

 

23 Israel came into Egypt, * 

and Jacob became a sojourner in the land of Ham. 

24 The Lord made his people exceedingly fruitful; * 

he made them stronger than their enemies; 

 

25 Whose heart he turned, so that they hated his people, * 

and dealt unjustly with his servants. 

 

26 He sent Moses his servant, * 

and Aaron whom he had chosen. 

 

27 They worked his signs among them, * 

and portents in the land of Ham. 

 

28 He sent darkness, and it grew dark; * 

but the Egyptians rebelled against his words. 

 

29 He turned their waters into blood * 

and caused their fish to die. 

 

30 Their land was overrun by frogs, * 

in the very chambers of their kings. 

 



31 He spoke, and there came swarms of insects * 

and gnats within all their borders. 

 

32 He gave them hailstones instead of rain, * 

and flames of fire throughout their land. 

 

33 He blasted their vines and their fig trees * 

and shattered every tree in their country. 

 

34 He spoke, and the locust came, * 

and young locusts without number, 

 

35 Which ate up all the green plants in their land * 

and devoured the fruit of their soil. 

 

36 He struck down the firstborn of their land, * 

the firstfruits of all their strength. 

 

37 He led out his people with silver and gold; * 

in all their tribes there was not one that stumbled.  

38 Egypt was glad of their going, * 

because they were afraid of them. 

 

39 He spread out a cloud for a covering * 

and a fire to give light in the night season. 

 

40 They asked, and quails appeared, * 

and he satisfied them with bread from heaven. 

 

41 He opened the rock, and water flowed, * 

so the river ran in the dry places. 

 

42 For God remembered his holy word * 

and Abraham his servant. 

 

43 So he led forth his people with gladness, * 

his chosen with shouts of joy. 

 

44 He gave his people the lands of the nations, * 

and they took the fruit of others' toil, 

 

45 That they might keep his statutes * 

and observe his laws. 

Hallelujah! 

 

 

 



Hosea 5:8-6:6 

Blow the horn in Gibeah, 

   the trumpet in Ramah. 

Sound the alarm at Beth-aven; 

   look behind you, Benjamin!  

Ephraim shall become a desolation 

   on the day of punishment; 

among the tribes of Israel 

   I declare what is sure.  

The princes of Judah have become 

   like those who remove the landmark; 

on them I will pour out 

   my wrath like water.  

Ephraim is oppressed, crushed in judgement, 

   because he was determined to go after vanity.  

Therefore I am like maggots to Ephraim, 

   and like rottenness to the house of Judah.  

When Ephraim saw his sickness, 

   and Judah his wound, 

then Ephraim went to Assyria, 

   and sent to the great king. 

But he is not able to cure you 

   or heal your wound.  

For I will be like a lion to Ephraim, 

   and like a young lion to the house of Judah. 

I myself will tear and go away; 

   I will carry off, and no one shall rescue.  

I will return again to my place 

   until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face. 

   In their distress they will beg my favour:  

‘Come, let us return to the Lord; 

   for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us; 

   he has struck down, and he will bind us up.  

After two days he will revive us; 

   on the third day he will raise us up, 

   that we may live before him.  

Let us know, let us press on to know the Lord; 

   his appearing is as sure as the dawn; 

he will come to us like the showers, 

   like the spring rains that water the earth.’  

What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? 

   What shall I do with you, O Judah? 

Your love is like a morning cloud, 

   like the dew that goes away early.  

Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets, 

   I have killed them by the words of my mouth, 

   and my judgement goes forth as the light.  

For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, 

   the knowledge of God rather than burnt-offerings.  



Acts 21:27-36 

When the seven days were almost completed, the Jews from Asia, who had seen him in the temple, stirred up 

the whole crowd. They seized him, shouting, ‘Fellow-Israelites, help! This is the man who is teaching everyone 

everywhere against our people, our law, and this place; more than that, he has actually brought Greeks into the 

temple and has defiled this holy place.’ For they had previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian with him in the 

city, and they supposed that Paul had brought him into the temple. Then all the city was aroused, and the people 

rushed together. They seized Paul and dragged him out of the temple, and immediately the doors were shut. 

While they were trying to kill him, word came to the tribune of the cohort that all Jerusalem was in an uproar. 

Immediately he took soldiers and centurions and ran down to them. When they saw the tribune and the soldiers, 

they stopped beating Paul. Then the tribune came, arrested him, and ordered him to be bound with two chains; 

he inquired who he was and what he had done. Some in the crowd shouted one thing, some another; and as he 

could not learn the facts because of the uproar, he ordered him to be brought into the barracks. When Paul* 

came to the steps, the violence of the mob was so great that he had to be carried by the soldiers. The crowd that 

followed kept shouting, ‘Away with him!’  

Luke 6:1-11 

One sabbath* while Jesus* was going through the cornfields, his disciples plucked some heads of grain, rubbed 

them in their hands, and ate them. But some of the Pharisees said, ‘Why are you doing what is not lawful* on 

the sabbath?’ Jesus answered, ‘Have you not read what David did when he and his companions were hungry? 

He entered the house of God and took and ate the bread of the Presence, which it is not lawful for any but the 

priests to eat, and gave some to his companions?’ Then he said to them, ‘The Son of Man is lord of the 

sabbath.’  

On another sabbath he entered the synagogue and taught, and there was a man there whose right hand was 

withered. The scribes and the Pharisees watched him to see whether he would cure on the sabbath, so that they 

might find an accusation against him. Even though he knew what they were thinking, he said to the man who 

had the withered hand, ‘Come and stand here.’ He got up and stood there. Then Jesus said to them, ‘I ask you, is 

it lawful to do good or to do harm on the sabbath, to save life or to destroy it?’ After looking around at all of 

them, he said to him, ‘Stretch out your hand.’ He did so, and his hand was restored. But they were filled with 

fury and discussed with one another what they might do to Jesus.  

 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2nd 

Psalm 107:  Part I Confitemini Domino 

 

1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, * 

and his mercy endures for ever. 

 

2 Let all those whom the Lord has redeemed proclaim * 

that he redeemed them from the hand of the foe. 

 

3 He gathered them out of the lands; * 

from the east and from the west, 

from the north and from the south. 
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4 Some wandered in desert wastes; * 

they found no way to a city where they might dwell. 

 

5 They were hungry and thirsty; * 

their spirits languished within them. 

 

6 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, * 

and he delivered them from their distress. 

 

7 He put their feet on a straight path * 

to go to a city where they might dwell. 

 

8 Let them give thanks to the Lord for his mercy * 

and the wonders he does for his children. 

 

9 For he satisfies the thirsty * 

and fills the hungry with good things. 

10 Some sat in darkness and deep gloom, * 

bound fast in misery and iron; 

 

11 Because they rebelled against the words of God * 

and despised the counsel of the Most High. 

 

12 So he humbled their spirits with hard labor; * 

they stumbled, and there was none to help. 

 

13 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, * 

and he delivered them from their distress. 

 

14 He led them out of darkness and deep gloom * 

and broke their bonds asunder. 

 

15 Let them give thanks to the Lord for his mercy * 

and the wonders he does for his children. 

 

16 For he shatters the doors of bronze * 

and breaks in two the iron bars. 

 

17 Some were fools and took to rebellious ways; * 

they were afflicted because of their sins. 

 

18 They abhorred all manner of food * 

and drew near to death's door. 

 

19 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, * 

and he delivered them from their distress. 

 

20 He sent forth his word and healed them * 

and saved them from the grave. 

 

 



21 Let them give thanks to the Lord for his mercy * 

and the wonders he does for his children. 

 

22 Let them offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving * 

and tell of his acts with shouts of joy. 

23 Some went down to the sea in ships * 

and plied their trade in deep waters; 

 

24 They beheld the works of the Lord * 

and his wonders in the deep. 

 

25 Then he spoke, and a stormy wind arose, * 

which tossed high the waves of the sea. 

 

26 They mounted up to the heavens and fell back to the depths; * 

their hearts melted because of their peril. 

 

27 They reeled and staggered like drunkards * 

and were at their wits' end. 

 

28 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, * 

and he delivered them from their distress. 

 

29 He stilled the storm to a whisper * 

and quieted the waves of the sea. 

 

30 Then were they glad because of the calm, * 

and he brought them to the harbor they were bound for. 

 

31 Let them give thanks to the Lord for his mercy * 

and the wonders he does for his children. 

 

32 Let them exalt him in the congregation of the people * 

and praise him in the council of the elders. 

 

Hosea 10:1-15 

Israel is a luxuriant vine 

   that yields its fruit. 

The more his fruit increased 

   the more altars he built; 

as his country improved, 

   he improved his pillars.  

Their heart is false; 

   now they must bear their guilt. 

The Lord * will break down their altars, 

   and destroy their pillars.  
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For now they will say: 

   ‘We have no king, 

for we do not fear the Lord, 

   and a king—what could he do for us?’  

They utter mere words; 

   with empty oaths they make covenants; 

so litigation springs up like poisonous weeds 

   in the furrows of the field.  

The inhabitants of Samaria tremble 

   for the calf* of Beth-aven. 

Its people shall mourn for it, 

   and its idolatrous priests shall wail* over it, 

   over its glory that has departed from it.  

The thing itself shall be carried to Assyria 

   as tribute to the great king.* 

Ephraim shall be put to shame, 

   and Israel shall be ashamed of his idol.*  

Samaria’s king shall perish 

   like a splinter on the face of the waters.  

The high places of Aven, the sin of Israel, 

   shall be destroyed. 

Thorn and thistle shall grow up 

   on their altars. 

They shall say to the mountains, Cover us, 

   and to the hills, Fall on us.  

Since the days of Gibeah you have sinned, O Israel; 

   there they have continued. 

   Shall not war overtake them in Gibeah?  

I will come* against the wayward people to punish them; 

   and nations shall be gathered against them 

   when they are punished* for their double iniquity.  

Ephraim was a trained heifer 

   that loved to thresh, 

   and I spared her fair neck; 

but I will make Ephraim break the ground; 

   Judah must plough; 

   Jacob must harrow for himself.  

Sow for yourselves righteousness; 

   reap steadfast love; 

   break up your fallow ground; 

for it is time to seek the Lord, 

   that he may come and rain righteousness upon you.  

You have ploughed wickedness, 

   you have reaped injustice, 

   you have eaten the fruit of lies. 

Because you have trusted in your power 

   and in the multitude of your warriors,  
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therefore the tumult of war shall rise against your people, 

   and all your fortresses shall be destroyed, 

as Shalman destroyed Beth-arbel on the day of battle 

   when mothers were dashed in pieces with their children.  

Thus it shall be done to you, O Bethel, 

   because of your great wickedness. 

At dawn the king of Israel 

   shall be utterly cut off.  

Acts 21:37-22:16 

Just as Paul was about to be brought into the barracks, he said to the tribune, ‘May I say something to you?’ The 

tribune* replied, ‘Do you know Greek? Then you are not the Egyptian who recently stirred up a revolt and led 

the four thousand assassins out into the wilderness?’ Paul replied, ‘I am a Jew, from Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen 

of an important city; I beg you, let me speak to the people.’ When he had given him permission, Paul stood on 

the steps and motioned to the people for silence; and when there was a great hush, he addressed them in the 

Hebrew* language, saying:  

‘Brothers and fathers, listen to the defence that I now make before you.’  

When they heard him addressing them in Hebrew,* they became even more quiet. Then he said:  

‘I am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, educated strictly 

according to our ancestral law, being zealous for God, just as all of you are today. I persecuted this Way up to 

the point of death by binding both men and women and putting them in prison, as the high priest and the whole 

council of elders can testify about me. From them I also received letters to the brothers in Damascus, and I went 

there in order to bind those who were there and to bring them back to Jerusalem for punishment.  

‘While I was on my way and approaching Damascus, about noon a great light from heaven suddenly shone 

about me. I fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to me, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” I 

answered, “Who are you, Lord?” Then he said to me, “I am Jesus of Nazareth* whom you are persecuting.” 

Now those who were with me saw the light but did not hear the voice of the one who was speaking to me. I 

asked, “What am I to do, Lord?” The Lord said to me, “Get up and go to Damascus; there you will be told 

everything that has been assigned to you to do.” Since I could not see because of the brightness of that light, 

those who were with me took my hand and led me to Damascus.  

‘A certain Ananias, who was a devout man according to the law and well spoken of by all the Jews living there, 

came to me; and standing beside me, he said, “Brother Saul, regain your sight!” In that very hour I regained my 

sight and saw him. Then he said, “The God of our ancestors has chosen you to know his will, to see the 

Righteous One and to hear his own voice; for you will be his witness to all the world of what you have seen and 

heard. And now why do you delay? Get up, be baptized, and have your sins washed away, calling on his name.”  

Luke 6:12-26 

Now during those days he went out to the mountain to pray; and he spent the night in prayer to God. And when 

day came, he called his disciples and chose twelve of them, whom he also named apostles: Simon, whom he 

named Peter, and his brother Andrew, and James, and John, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and 

Thomas, and James son of Alphaeus, and Simon, who was called the Zealot, and Judas son of James, and Judas 

Iscariot, who became a traitor.  

He came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of 

people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon. They had come to hear him and to be healed 
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of their diseases; and those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. And all in the crowd were trying 

to touch him, for power came out from him and healed all of them.  

Then he looked up at his disciples and said: 

‘Blessed are you who are poor, 

   for yours is the kingdom of God.  

‘Blessed are you who are hungry now, 

   for you will be filled. 

‘Blessed are you who weep now, 

   for you will laugh.  

‘Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you* on account of 

the Son of Man. Rejoice on that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what 

their ancestors did to the prophets.  

‘But woe to you who are rich, 

   for you have received your consolation.  

‘Woe to you who are full now, 

   for you will be hungry. 

‘Woe to you who are laughing now, 

   for you will mourn and weep.  

‘Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the false prophets.  
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